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NATO: Primakov Stresses Russian Opposition to 
Expansion 


LD2802131296 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1237 GMT 28 Feb 


[By Charles Miller, defense and diplomatic correspon- 
dent, PA News|] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Russian foreign minister and 
former KGB chief Yevgeniy Pnmakev has hit out 
at Nato enlargement plans in face-to-face talks with 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 


In the first meeting between the two munisters since 
he was named as successor to Andrey Kozyrev last 
month, Mr Primakov underlined Russia's deep concerns 
and opposiuon to plans to extend Nato membership 
castwards 


The proposals have been bitterly attacked by Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin over the pas. two years. And 
Mr Primakov, a more hardline politician than his 
predecessor, is clearly determined to provide « tough 
face for tough policies 


Over a three-hour working dinner in Strasbourg late last 
might, Mr Rifkind explained that Nato expansion plans 
and the Partnership for Peace [PFP] scheme were not 
directed against Russia’s security. PFP enabies countries 
to have a close, permanent association with Nato, short 
of formal membership. Mr Rifkind stressed the aim was 
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to create a free Eurone with staminy and certainty. He 
told Mr Pnmakov uo was vital for future securr’y tha 
Russia must have a strategic relavonship with Nato and 
other European countries 


However, a Brush official sad: Mfr Promakov really 
dwelt on the subject and made cl:. 
and opposition to enlargement. But officials were 
delighted at Mr Pnmakov's relaxed and open attitude in 
the talks. And he answered ony of the West's primary 
Concerns, emphasising that Russia had no inten: | 
imposing its will on satel’ite members of the CIS 


Russia Ss COomCcHhs 


Mr Pnmakov was in Swashourg for Russia's histor ac 
cession to the Council of Europe, marking the country’s 
hirst entry into 4 Major international Dody sect up Py the 
West dunng the Cold War 


Moscow applied in i992, but the council s 
talks for several months last year to protest Russia's 
crackdown against separatists in Chechnya Despite 
lingering doults. the council's parliamentary assembly 
grudgingly approved Russian membership jast mont! 
Saying it was Detter to include an impertect Russia and 
help promote reform than to isolate the Country 


By signing the European Convention on Humas 
Russia commits itself to high standards and enatles its 
cituzens to challenge Russian authorities in the Euronear 
Court of Human Rights for suspected abuses 
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EL Commissioners Interviewed on Forthcoming 
IGC 

MS2902113596 London THE EUROPEAN in English 
29 Feb-4 Mar 96 p 4 


[Report on interview with Europear Officials by Paola 
Buonadonna, date and place not given: Why Parliament 
Must Have A Say | 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} At last the phoney war is over 
This week the European Commission fired the first 
telling shots in the battle over the intergovernmenial 
conference (IGC) review of the Maastricht treats due 
to be launched in Tunn on 29 March 


The main points of the Commussion’s proposals include 
the abolition of the national veto, an increase in the 
powers for the Commussion president, and a variable- 
speed Europe. All are certain to be fiercely contested 


As Commission President Jacques Santer laid out the 
Commussion’s masterplan before MEPs [members of 
European Parliament] in Brussels, the leading players in 
the drama to come defended the proposals. Described 
already as a radical Diveprint for closer political integra- 
von as the European Union faces the potential growth 
of its membership to 20 or 25 in the next few years, the 
document stresses above all the need to bring Europe 
closer to the citizen 


Which, according to European Parliament President 
Klaus Haensch, makes it all the more bizerre thal 
Parliament ws being cxcluded from the process. “All 
the national parliaments will be represented in the 1GC 
by their national governments,” he told The European, 
while the European Parliament has no representation 
at all at tus stave. Yet people do care about Europe, 
although they have ercat difficulty in understanding 
what goes on in Brussels 


For Marcelino Oreja, the commissioner in charge of 
running the IGC, the most important thing is to avoid 
the mistakes of the past. ‘We must at all costs avon a 
new Maastricht,” he warned. “If we do not it would be 
4 disaster 


(reja was Closely involved in the drafting of the 
document. “The new treaty must not he complex: it must 
he accessible to everyone and it must positively enshrine 
the concept of European citizenship, which will enhance 
and not threaten national citizenship 


To achieve that aim the Commission would like to sce 
the Union ratify the Convention of Human Rights. and 
insert in the new treaty both a common strategy for 
employment and the content of the controversial social 
chapter 
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But while this will attract opposiuon, notably trom 
Britain, the hottest issue 1s the abandonment of una 
minuty voung in the Council of Ministers 


It 1s clear to all that the requirement for unanimity 
paralyses the process,” sand Oreja. This wall be niore 
apparent in a Europe of 20 of more member states. We 
must pul ward ideas to avoid that, with increased use of 
majonty voung even, of even, on delicate issucs, some 
for “supermajority” 


It is a Suggestion certain to be resisted not pust by Britain 
but by France and other member states conscious of the 
need to defend their national interests on the home front 


Egually controversially, the Commission highlights its 
own aspirations in the Umion of the future. The docu 
ment secks enhanced powers for the Cummussion presi- 
dent over the appointment of his or her colleagues and 
more controversially, i asks for the recognition of the 
Commission's night to imitate legislauion by proposing 
or withdrawing drafts, in defiance of the protests of 
some that commissioners are civil servants rather than 
clected representatives 


The Commission 1s not just a bureaucracy, argued 
Oreja. “it 1s a body which comes to be through a mecha 
nism of democratic investiture, by the governments and 
by the European Parliament. This democratic scrutiny 
lasts throughout the Comnzssion’s term in office. It 1 
an original system which guaranices independence and 
functions through a collegial effort: you cannot compare 
it tO 4 National institution 


There has been much talk of a munmmals IGC, a 
talking shop over a lengu. ‘ernod which will exd uf 
doing no more than fine- tui. 7 the existing structure 


(reja ts unwilling to dwell on the worst-case scenar 
the conference coming to a standstill because of the 
feare? British veto to all the important teforms. We 
are at the beginning of a long, long process, he sad 
Negotiations will he gradual, because it ts dangerous 
to put stark conditions on the tae at once 


EU observers read into this statement. and somla 
ones from diplomatic sources, an intenvon to drag the 
dialogue along until the neat British clectioms, im the 
hope that a more Euro fnendly Labour government may 
he in place Wefore the end of the conference 


For Dilvio Fagiolo, the problem is mote practical but 
equally thorny. The task of the veteran Italian diplomat 
in charge of the conference for the last three months of 
the ltahan presidency, 1s to get the show on the road 
amd governmental chaos and uncertainty at home 


Fagiolo 1s Cautious about the possible outcome © Success 


in the IGC means making the Union abic to preserve its 
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fundamental characterisucs — supranationality, democ- 
racy, solidanty — as it embwaces other countries, he 
told The European 


We must have fixed and clea rules,” he said,. but also 
allow countries to forge ahead at thew own speed The 
big challenge 1s to make flexibility in the speed of inte- 
gration possible, without resulung in a fragmented Eu- 
rope, in which some countnes find themselves banished 
to the Mas gins 


Fagiolo stresced that this does not mean a Europe a la 
Carte, where countries pick and choose whal they want 
to opt into. But the Commission document stresses that 
the European Union must not be condemned to move 
forward ai the speed of its slowest memher 


So what of the exclusion of the people 's representatives 
the MEPs’ 


The Madrid summit established that the European 
Parliament should be very closely associated with the 
IGC debate,” said Heensch “Unfortunately, France and 
Britain oppose the idea of even an observer role for 
Parliament's representatives. They think it ts absolutely 
necessary to keep Parlhament out of the room 


Negotiations are carrying on behind the scenes to solve 
this thorny issue in the four weeks icft hefore the 
opening of the conference. Hacnsch warned that an 
unsuccessful 1" would delay enlarged and cast a 
shadow on the single currency too 


He sad: You would not be adic to explain to people 
why countries which cannot find consensus on a polit- 
cal level should be entrusted with decisions on monctary 
policy. If the 1GC fails to address the issucs on the ta- 
bie Europe will revert to nothing more than a free trade 
areca 


EL: De Charette on Trade Policy, 1GC 
Preparations 

BRIS021 35996 (Internet) French Momary of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 28 Feb 


[Statement to reporters by French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette following the EU General Affairs 
Counct!| Meeting in Brussels on 26 February, followed 
Phy a quesvion-and-answer session) 


([FBIS Transiated Excerpt] [De Charetic] Ladies and 
Gentiemen, 


A tew words about the present state of progress at te 
General Affairs Council [passage omitted) 


The question of a new agreement with Mexico has 
heen Prought up France has had the opportunity | 
remind the Cownci! that « would like a two-stage 
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approach with Mexico. First, an intial agreement which 
should be concluded now to pave the way for a certain 
hiteralizaticn of trade, sccond, a sccond agreement on 
implementation. But thi morning's debate on draft 
directive for negoualing a new agreement with Mexico 
which did not materialize, once again highlights the 
choices which the European Union has to make 1m its 
economuc relations with all its partners 


It 1s true that we reproach the Commussion tor mult- 
plying free trade agreemicnts in a disorderly way. The 
number and size of these agreements will end up vod 
ing the rules established within the World Trade (h 

ganization of any content and, in the process, damaging 
common policies, heginming with the Common Agricul 
tural Pohcy. We cannot subscribe to this poistical line 
| would add that these initiatives, if they were to ma 
terialize, would have the cifect of watering down the 
agreements which we have signed with certam parts of 
the world, in a determined and well-reasoned way, pro 
viding for preferential trade agreements with the ACP 
[Atncan, Canbhean, and Pacific], Eastern European, of 
Mediterranean counties. Naturally, we have to take int 

account the effect of any such tree trade agreements on 
employment in Europe. In other words, France first of 
all wants to pornt out that it ts an open Country, like the 
European Union, which ts already the world’s larges! 
and most open market. From now on we need to have 
a con.mon line. This will indeed require a debate with 
the Commission if appropriate, and certainly within the 
Council. This debate must take into account both our 
concern that Europe should he organized as an economy 
which is open to the world, Put should als ok sen 

ously ai the question of employment in Europe Hence 
rather than the present pounticss haste, we Pelreve that 
4 Pause ts necessary. This is what we have said on the 
subject of Mexico. We are ready to make an crxception 
for South Africa for a lot of reasons which everyone 
cat understand. These relate to the democratic process 
and the support which we wish to give to post-aparthen 
in this country. Even so it ts imprtant that the negots 

ating Mandate and directives given to the ¢ 
he precise and clear, | say very clear, and that they als 

take account of Europe's legitimate concerns. What we 
have 1s a document which has not vet been discussed i 
the Council, put which will he any time now, and which 
in Our opEMOn appears to he appropriate. It is true that 1 
has been the sulect of tough discussion and that some 
changes have heen made. Providing these are not called 
inte @vestion, we can he liwe woth thes teat. But we wil! 
see later [passage omitted) 


CWT Tu Ason 


u talked aout the 1A 


[Unidentified pournalit! Have 5 
limergoveramental Conference 
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[De Charette] Yes. We are in the preliminary phase of 
our discussions. There 1s nothing really important to say 
at this stage. The decisive stage is the Turin conference 
during which a mandate will be adopted 


Journalist] Have you brought up the idea of a draft 
document for the 1IGC? 


(De Charette} No. I have insisted, and | tell you between 
ourselves, | have insisted today to the [EU] presidency 
—- and it ts not worth making this into a declaration 
by me — that such a document should be carcfully 
prepared in advance, and that we should have a text 
which has heen discussed between foreign ministers. We 
must work in such a way thal we Can present a document 
to the heads of state and government in which there are 
only two or three small issues to decide, issues which 
may be somewhat difficult because of their political 
nature. | hope that we will have a text which has been 
discussed and dehated, and thai we will find ourselves 
im a situation where the heads of state and government 
can adopt this document. | would remind you that they 
will not have much time because this is scheduled to last 
from 1100 to 1500, lunch included. [passage omitted] 


EL-East Europe Dialogue Said Unsuccessful So Far 
BR2702125096 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 
m English 22-28 Feb 9 pil 


[Report by Thomas Kiau: “Tackling the Structural 
Monologue, The Dialogue Between the EU and Its 
East European Membership Candidates Has Not Been a 
Great Success So Far, But Change Is in the Air’] 


[PBIS Transcribed Text} Rarely has the whispering 
jury in the corndors of power returned its verdict so 
unanimously 


A good year after its formal launch in Essen and more 
than two after its incepuion in Copenhagen, the structural 
dialogue hetweer the EU and its Eastern European 
membership candidates is signally failing to work 


The meetings, say officials, have degenerated into exer- 
cises generating a degree of boredom cxceptional even 
hy the generous standards of international diplomacy 


The nine Eastern and Central European ministers who 
faithfillly torn up in the wake of general affairs of other 
mecings of EU’ mnuwters usually use thew very few 
munutes of allotted speech time to rattle off a senes of 
statistics, says a close oPeerver 


Inevitatiy, the figures have been carefully chosen to 
iiustrate how swiflly the country has been travelling 
ahead on the road to EU membership 


In some ways, tt reminds one a little of old Soviet 
hatts, with government officials descritung by how 
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many percentage pots they over-achieved against their 
initial planning. said one EU officsal 


Usually, the hapless host on these occasions - tne 
minister representing the presidency - has his own set 
speech to deliver. After that, politely sufling his yawns, 
he will sit through the two to three hours of the mecting 
wondering what he mught tell the few journalists who 
bother to turn up for the subsequent press ccaterence 
As always, and to the extreme uritation of the Eastern 
Europeans, no other full-blown EU minster will have 
chosen to Slay 


What precisely has not happened so far at these 
mectings 1s any real dialogue.” says an EU official 


In fact, set against the goal oc! facilitating the Eastern 
European countries’ fucure membershi¢.. you might call 
what we have seen a ‘structural monologue’. The 
Eastern Europeans all try to paint themcelves ip the best 
possible light, and compete against cach other for EU 


approy al 


Yet t would be untar, EU sources acknowledge, to lay 
the blame for the lack of cxchange too squarely on the 
Eastern Europeans’ doorstep 


The mectings need to be better prepared on our side as 
well, says one participant. Since any subject may be 
raised al any given meeting, what you get 1s a gathering 
of badly-bnefed ministers, none of whom has a clear 
picture of what 1s really going on 


One senior Eastern European diplomat commented: it 
is NOt Casy to get Our ministers to speak freely, with 
such a broad range of subjects lah: to be broached 

But this, he insists, goes for the Western side too 
The competence of the presiding minister has a clear 
impact and that can strongly vary from presidency to 
presidency 


After a year of largely fruitiess exchanges and growing 
intitation on all sides, the EU machinery has finally 
creaked into action. Responding to the widespread 
criticism, EU ambassadors recently adopted a set of 
proposals deemed to improve the charces of real 
dialogue 


Acknowledging the talure of the initial concept of a 
wide- ranging. free-wheeling debate, the new idea is to 
revert to a more traditional approach and establish a 
detailed yearly schedule for the mrnisternal talks 


Each meeting 1s to be focused around a limited number 
of subjects. thus cnabiing munisters to be properly 
hricted 


Furthermore, the Commission is to prepare cach session 
with a discussion paper After approval by the Council 
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cf Ministers’ specialist workang group on Central Eu- 
rope and the EU ambassadors in Corepe’, this would be 
presented to the Eastern partners carly enough for them 
to come up with an inital reacuion even abcad of the 
mocung itself 


EU ambassadors and thei Eastern partners hope this 
stuategy will ensure the structural dialogue finally gains 
some sort of substance. 


lt should also enable the presidency to come up with 
more meaningful “concluding remarks” after cach en- 
counter, and thus rescue the process from the media 
oblivion into which it has sunk so embarrassingly. The 
silence surrounding the structural dialogue has been all 
the more awkward since it was launched with a great 
fanfare by the German EU presidency in 1994, which 
touted it far and wide as one of its major achievements 


The first ume the new approach is to be pul into practice 
is next Tuesday (27 February), the day after the General 
Affairs Council 


For this first ministerial mecting to be held within the 
structural dialogue framework in 1996, the plan is to 
focus on three subjects: the peace process in former 
Yugoslavia, the Eastern partners’ involvement in the 
forthcoming conference on EU reform and the overhaul 
of the structural dialogue itsel! 


Similarly, a tentative list of specific subjects has been 
established for the subsequent ministerial meetngs to 
be held dunng the Itahan presidency (environment, 
Ecofin and research on S, 11 and 25 March respectively, 
agriculture on 21 May and culture on 11 June) 


While all parties welcome the fact that some action has 
finally been taken, diplomats and other officials, when 
pressed, sound rather sceptical about the chances for a 
quantum leap in the quality of the exchanges 


The trouble is that the EU's agenda gets more and 
more crowded with meetings, all of which are perfectly 
justifiable,” said one close observer 


But how can you have a meaningful dialogue between 
the EU and nine different countries, each of which wants 
to speak, during a mecting lasting three hours at best 


Yet allowing more time for such meetings, diplomats 
say, is hardly practicable. Each hour of talks granted 
to the Eastern partners immediately tnggers cries for 
simular treatment from other membership hopefuls, such 
as Cyprus or Malta, of even from the small handful of 
EFTA (European Free Trade Area) countries that have 
nt joined the EU 


EU pressure to streamline the debate by getting at least 
some Eastern Europeans to agree on Common positions 
and perhaps even select a spokesman to speak for 
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several Countries on a given subvect, has so far tailed to 
produce results. All membership candidaics, diplomats 
say, have met such attempts with reactions varying from 
outrage to sullen resistance 


If you ask the Czechs to work out a Common position 

with the Bulganans, they will tell you to go to the 
devil.” says en EU observer. “After four decades of 
being treated as part of a Dioc, these countries are fed 
up with being lumped together 


Despite some tangible achievements (such as the setting 
up of a computer-linked data cachange sysicm to 
speed up the East Europeans’ adaptation to the EU's 
single market icgislation), diplomats on both sides know 
that the structural dialogue’s real function will remain 
lygely symbolic and political 


There 1s 90 way We Can pre-cmpt the nitty-gritty of 
membership ncgotiations, says a EU observer 


Indeed, the extreme reluctance of Eastern Europeans to 
coordinate thei approach to the EU means that the min 
istenal association Councils held with individual part 
ners will, in all likelihood, remain the hetter framework 
for tackling concrete problems 


And whatever further changes the EU might agree to in 
an attempt te improve the structural dialogue, no Country 
seems ready to dv away with the one crucial lnmitaton 
EU governments are so far adamant that, within that 
pariculars tramework, ao firm decision shall ever be 
taken 


Europe: London Study Views Telecommunications 
Market 


AU2802093596 Munich MARKT UND TECHNIK 6/6 
9 Feb 96 in German p 82 


[Report by “ha: Opportunities for Compames Entering 
the Telecommunications Market | 


[FBIS Transiated Teat} Austria, France. and Germany 
offer the dest opportunities for new compames on the 
tclecommunications market, says Robert Hall, who is 
responsible for the now published study on the topK 
New Opportunities in Europe's Telecommunications 
Markets. The effects of Lideralization.” which has been 
compiled by Ovum 


The study by the London market research mmetitute ana 
ly7es the opportunities of new and cxisting providers of 
iclecommunications services (motile and radio technol 
ogy) in the European countries (including Switzerland 
and Norway) over ihe next five years The study in par 
ticular stresses the key factors that determine the oppor 
tunities of the providers of tclocommunications services 
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in the various Counties. These include primarily regula 
lory Measures thal Gciermune how casily sew compet 
tors find access to the market. The regulatory measures 
can set down he sumer of hoenscs and the porn for 
which Dey we wsucd. In addition, te success of acw 
competitors Gepends on the cxtcnt to wheck the regula 
ory Mcasures imiericre if rclavbons among ec actwork 
er alors 


Another important factor is how strong the positron 
the cxisting nctwork operator is. What are the charges 
for the services, what are the icgal stepulations for the 
erators like im thew respective country, and whal 
about their efficiency’ These poimts have an effect on 
the opportunities for new competitors. Thirt. the study 
cramunes the size of the respective tcle, wmmuni atoons 
market in the Countries and predicts growth 
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The SDAVSIA AfTive af te Tolhow ng Tcsults in the fecid 
of lonmg-Cistamce cals Austria. Carmany. Prace. and 
Spair lloy the es xtiumies fw ew Competed 


In all thesc ‘ mirics ine cinmio ‘4 <a ‘ 


hic tO a Cotlan catcnt and there us a postive clmak 

lor COmpectibon m the mincs. in the field of hua 
7? Great Brian and icland offer the few oppor 

lcs, according to the study. Goad opportunites for thx 


momile actwork cum! on Belg mm and wm Swetrerland 


All wm all. the sales ! toch ormmmunx alos secTV Ae 
uf viders in Eur Tc will rac Py SM) Pulleom to $2 


Millon hy the year 200. according | 
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UK: Majer, Bruton leee Joint Commun que 
LD2802 165396 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
im English 1607 GMT 2. Feb 


Jom commumgue tusucd by Brush Pome Minima 
John Major apd inh Prone Mionester Jos Braos 
following talks mm London on 28 February! 


(PBIS Tramscrited Text] The Angio/insh Commumgue 
issued today states 


The Prome Minuster and Ge Taowcach had two hours 

of talks @ No 10 Downing Sweet today The Prime 
Minister was accompanied by the Sccrctary of State 
for Northern Ireland. the Right honozatic Park 
Mayhew MP. and by his Monesters of State, the Rit Hon 
Michael Ancram MP and the Rt Hon Su John Wheeler 
MP. The Tacwsecach was accompanied by the Tanaste 
\deputy prime muniter!, Mr Dick Spring TD. and by 
the Minwster for Justoe, Mrs Nora Owen TD 


The Prome Monster and the Taowcach noted with 
profuund regret the statement announcing the ending 
of the TRA ceasefire and called for mts wmmediate and 
unoguivocal restoration 


They unreservedly condemned the murdcrows IRA 
attack m London's Docklands and sutequem act of 
terrorvem for whech there can Sever he any justification 
They capressed sympathy for the wictems and thew 
common resolve to hrng ihe perpetrators to justice, to 
do everything possible to protect the pubic from further 
such atrocities, and to co-operate intensively at all levels 
to these ends 


The Taceseach and the Prime Minister confirmed the 
utter repudiation by the Irish and the British people of 
the use of violence for polrical ends 


They reaffirmed the common determination that those 
who use oF support such methods would not succeed 
in deraling the peace process whech Helongs to all 
the people of these islands They resolved that nevther 
violence, nor the threat of violence, would he allowed to 
influence the course of negotiations, or preparations for 
negotiations. leading to a lasting peaceful setuement 


The Prome Minister and the Taotseach agreed that 
the IRA's abandonment of ts annownced cessation was 
a fundamental breach of the declared Pas on which 
hoth Governments had engaged Sina Fein in political 
dialogue Accordingly. both Governments are agreed 
that the resumption of Ministenal dialogue with Sinn 
Fem and thew partacmpation in negotiations, requires the 
restorahon of the ceasefire of August | 944 


The Taotseach and the Prome Minister reaffirmed thew 
commiaimen to work for a lasting peace and 4 compre 
hensive setiiement on the Paste of the fundamental prin 
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copies shared by thew two Gowrements and xt cul 
the Downing Suect Declaration and wm the Jount Frame 
work Daxmen 


They affirmed te fundamental preity Gey atlach 
to securing the caries’ posse mnclusve segotiation 
should wuclude all relevant parucs whch cetabieh a 
commutmen to cachusively peaceful methcds and what 
have shown that (icy alude Dy Oe Gemextalx prowess 
Having undertaken the imtensive Comsullabom and the 
clecUve process as set out Nelow, all -party segotiatiom 
will he convened on Monday June 10, 1996 


The two Governments recalled that, as ect out m the 25 
November Commumgue. there had heen inicnsive ds 
cussions among the two Governments and the Northern 
ircland partes, in various configurabom., on the has 
parlcipation, structure, format and agenda of sulstar 
uve all-pafly aegotuabons 


The Prome Minister reaffirmed the Bratwh Govers 
men's view that, having taken account of the differing 
positions of the partes and the view of the International 
Bady, an clective process would offer a viatc direct and 
speedy route to all-party negotiations 


The Prume Minster and the Tacuscach agreed that & 
clectrve process would have to he froadly aceptamc 
and lead immediately and without further preconditions 
to the convemng of all-party negotiations with 4 com 


prehensive agenda 


The Prime Minuter and the Taowcach agreed that 
details of an clective process were for the parties i 
Northern Ireland. together with the British Government 
to determine. The Prime Miniter confirmed that the 
necessary legislation for a broadly acceptahic cleactive 
process would he processed as rapidly as posse 


The Taoiseach, for his part, while noting that the ques 
hon of an elective process and its nature were primarily 
a matier for the parties in Northern Irciand to determune 
indicated that the Irish Goverament would suppert any 
proposal of thal kend which, 1 was satefied. was Proudly 
acceptamic to those parties, had an approqwiate mandate 
and was within the three-stranded stra ture 


The Prime Minister and the Taoiseach agreed that the 
two Goveraments would conduct intensive multilatera! 
consultations eth the relevant Northern Ireland partes 
mm whatever configuration eas aceptatic to those com 
cerned, heginning on Monday March 4 and ending 
Wednesday |} March The purpose of the « oneultatoons 
will Ne to 


& feach widespread agreement on propeeals for ss 
Mroadly acceptable elective process leading direct!) and 
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of various procedures that need to be gone through 
between now and thea; bul none of those procedures 
will be allowed to delay us irom commencing the 
negotiations, a we have agreed between us, on the 
10th of June. Now that firm date to my mind is very 
important, it 1s very important in reesiablishing the 
primacy of political and democratic dialogue as the sole 
means of resolving problems and banishing once and for 
all the specter of violence from political life in these 
islands. 


UK: Major, Bruton Answer Questions on All-Party 
Talks 


LD2802202996 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1719 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} In answer to quesuions, the 
Prime Minister and ‘ aoieach made it clear that Sinn 
Fein would only t< permitted to join the all-party talks 
if the IRA had reinstated its ceasefire 


Republican leaders would also need Ww give a clear 
commitment to non-violence and be ready to begin 
immediate discussions on decommissioning weapons on 
the basis of the report of the international body led by 
former US senator George Mitchell 


Mr Major said: “There has got to be a ceasefire and 
at the ouisei, al the moment discussions between the 
parties begin, there has to be discussion about the 
Mitchell report in all its aspects. We have agreed thai at 
the beginning of negotiations al! the participants will 
need to make clear their commitment to democracy 
and non-violence as set out in the Mitchell report. That 
embraces all subjects and it will clearly need to be done 
at thal stage to the satisfaciion of other people talking 
with them.” 


Mr Bruton said: “Sinn Fein cannot participate in the 
event that the IRA violence is continuing and ‘here 
has been no ceasefire We will not be deflected trom 
the umetable we have set by the fact that the IRA 
might decide to continue the campaign. We have set 
an opening date for all-party negotiations and that date 
will be adhered to regardless. We earnestly hope that 
the IRA will make it possible for Sinn Fein to take part 
in the negotiations. They need to reinstate the ceascfire 
of August 1994” 


Mr Major confirmed that if the intensive contacts prior 
to elections failed to reach conclusions acceptable to 
all sides the Government would bring forward tis own 
proposals. Sinn Fein has said it is implacably opposed 
to elections, but has long been pressing for a swift move 


to all-party negotiat:ons 
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Mr Bruton said: “The main obstacle that has cxisied in 
the past and the main protessed Cause [or violence “ 4s 
the absence of a firm date for all-party negouations t 
start. We have agreed today on that firm date, June 10 


Tae Taoiseach vowed that none of the procedures 
leading up to this event would be alowed to delay 
us from commencing the negouations on June (0) Mr 
Bruton: “That firm date, to my mind, is very important i 
re- establishing the primacy of politicu! end democr atx 
dialogue as the sole means of resolving problems anc 
ensuring once and for all the removal of violence fron 
political I:fe in these islands 


SDLP {Social Democratic Liberal Party! leader John 
Hume said he welcomed the setung of June 1) « the 
date for all party talks. But he needed more ume | 

consider the agreement 


Mr David Ervine of the Progressive Unionist Party 
one oi the ioyalist (ringe parues who helped Droker the 
Protestant paramulitary Ceasefire said: “This can work 


He added: “At long last we now have the opportunity 
to debate with those who really matter, the Mitche 

principles. | suspect we will have a debate as loudly and 
as forcibly with the loyalist paramilitaries to see what 


difficulties they have with Mitchell's six principics | 
believe there can be good news which can come ou. of 
that. 

The most difficult issue will be decommissioning | 


parallel. The Prime Ministes said that would be the first 
issue on the agenda of all-party talks. Decommissioning 
1s NO longer a precondition 


As Mr Bruton left Downing Sweet he told reporters 
We believe that the only obstacle standing in the way 
of Sinn Fein availiag of the opportunity of talks on June 
10 and the process leading up to that 1s 4 Continuatio 
of the IRA campaign 


We do not heheve that the IRA would wish to prevent 
the Sinr Fein electorate, an important clectorate, at 
important point of view, from adequately particimating 
in the talks that we will be launching 


And therefore we believe that there are strong grounds 
for confidence that Sinn Fein will now ask the IRA | 
stop their campaign 


Alliance Party leader Dr John Alderdice said his party 
was now ready and cager to play its part in burlding of 
the impetus provided by the two governments 


They had produced a fair and balanced package whi! 
he hoped would bring about a permanent end to IRA 
violence 
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In Washington today, he said: “The two prime ministers 
have laid it on the line for the Republican movement 
- eather they can be part of the process or they can 
conunue their self-cxclusion and margrnalisation. It is 
in the best interests o/ the people that progress is made 
on an inclusive basis with partics who have given a 
commitment to solely democratic means 


UK: Major, Bruton Challenge Sinn Fein on 
Cease-Fire 

LD2802205596 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1827 GMT 28 Feb 9 


[By James Hardy and Chris Parkin) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text! The British and Irish Govern- 
ments today threw down the gauntict to Sinn Fein to 
deliver a new IRA ceasefire and join all -party talks start- 
ing on June 10) 


John Major and Irish premier John Bruton met a key 
republican demand by fixing a dale for negouations — 
bul insisted that the price must be an end to violence 


They gave fresh momentum to the stalled peace process 
at a two- hour sumnut at Downing Street with a com- 
prehensive clections-and-talks plan aimed at satisfying 
all sides im Ulster’s political pgsaw 


The proposals won a cautious welcome from both Sinn 
Fein and ‘oyalist fringe parties and an enthusiastic 
response from we constitutional partics 


Officials on both sides hammered out a deal designed 
to give Sinn Fein every opportunity to jorn talks — but 
no excuse for failing to halt the IRA terror campaign 


Mr Major told the Commons: “They can bomb them- 
scives out of the process, they cannot bomb themselves 
imo it. 


The two men met as IRA bomber Ed O' Brien — killed 
by his own device in the Aldwych bus bombing 10 
days ago — was buried in tne presence of convicted 
republican terrorists at Corey, Co Wexford 


In a give-and-take package for both governments, 
Dublin backed the idea of elections in the North and 
London accepted that Sinn Fern could join talks without 
a single IRA gun being handed over. But the joint 
commumgue which marked the talks was clear that the 
thorny issue of decommissioning must be high on the 


agenda for all-party negotiations 


Disagreement over the timing of decommissioning scup- 
pered a planned summut |ast autumn and was Mamed 
by Irish sources for delaying agreement on the commu- 
nique for the latest mecting 


UNITED KINGDOM i 


Sinn Fein gave the proposals its tentative epproval but i 
was not clear whether there was cnough in the package 
for a request to out from the politica! leadership for an 
IRA ceasefire. 


President Gerry Adams said inclusive negotiations were 
“an essential clement” in any peace process, bul raised 
objections to the move to call elecuons We are con- 
cerned that Sinn Fein 1s not to be consulted on the same 
hasis as other parties. Exciusion is a failed recipe. What 
is required is open, inclusive, unconditional dialogue 
with everything on the tahic 


“Sinn Fein cannot accept that our clectorate will not 
have the same rights and access to d:alogue as other 
voters. Sinn Fein’s nght to full involvement in poliucal 
dialogue on the basis of equality results from the 
imtegrity of our democratic mandate 


Mr Adams pledged that Sinn Fem would explore the 
proposals positively 


Sinn Fein vice-president Marun McGuinness said it was 

totally wrong and undemocratic’ that Sinn Fein was 
not to be treated on the same basis as al! the other 
partes in the negotiations. Speaking on Sky News he 
said: “We want to see a situation brought about where 
all preconditions can be swept aw ay 


There is a need for clarity and we need to recognise that 
this 1s taking place against a background of considcradic 
scepucism within our community, particularly about the 
British Government's attuude over the last few months 
- the fact that there has been considerable had faith in 
stalling the process. 


We are told t * Sinn Fein is not to be treated on the 
same basis as au the other partics and we think that 1s 
totally wrong and undemocratic 


The Anglo-Irish packs xe included 


— imtensive discussions between parties to decide on 
the form of elections 


— Clections ON a agrecu Dasis to a Negotiating body 
— ail-party talks staring on June 10 


The intensive contacts wil! ughtly time-limited, hegin- 
ning next Monday and ending on March | 4 


They will aim at reaching “widespread agreement” on 
clecuons leading to the June 10 talks, the format of 
the talks and the possibility of twin referendums in the 
North and South seeking backing for peacy 


If no agreement is reached. the British Government 
will bring in legislation for its own proposals to permit 
polling to take place 
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The Prime Minister told a news conference thal the 
negouations would be based on the findings of the 
international panel headed by former US senator George 
Mitcheli, including an absolute commitment to peaceful 
methods and an agreement to decommission arms while 
talking. 


But he warned the road ahead would be ‘long and 
stoncy” because the men of violence would not give 
up their arms lightly. “There has got to be a ceasefire 
and at the outset, at the momeni discussions between 
the parties begin, there has to be discussion about the 
Mitchell report in all its aspects,” he said. We have 
agreed that al the beginning of negotiations all the 
parucipants will need to make clear their Commutment to 
democracy and non-violence as sect out in the Mitchell 
report ... i will clearly need to be done at that stage to 
the satisfaction of other people talking with them 


Mr Bruton said: “We will not be deflected fron the 
umetable we have set by the fact that the IRA might 
decide to continue thew campaign. We have set an 
opening date for all-party negotiations and that date will 
be adhered to regardiess We carnestly hope that the 
IRA will make it possible for Sinn Fein to take part in 
the negotiations. They need to reinstate the ceasefire of 
August 1994_ 


Uniomst leader David Trimble welcomed the insistence 
that Sinn Fein must turn its back on violence. “This 
will be more difficult to achieve after the bombs in 
London. It cannot be made casier for Sinn Fein-IRA or 
cise they will have gained from their terrorism,” he told 
MPs. “Establishing and honouring such a commitment 
to peaceful means by Sinn Fein-IRA must be the 
priority, the first item to be addressed and resolved in 
this process. Unul it can be resolved we would find it 
impossible to meet face to face with Sinn Fein. 


Democratic Unionist deputy leader Peter Robinson said 
his party was only prepared to talk to “legitimate 
political parties. “We want a permanent ceasefire on this 
occasion, not a temporary tactical cessation of vioience, 
he said 


Seamus Mallon, deputy leader of the nationalist SDLP, 
said: “This is a moment of truth for paramilitary terrorist 
groupings in Northern Ireland when they have to make 
a chowe — will they join in creating that peace or will 
they isolate themselves in standing against the cxpress 
wishes of the Irish people who want that peace so 
desperately” 


Mr Mallon warned against cither government or any 
party called “engaging in a pub craw! of preconditions 
around the a ks 


FBIS-WEL -96-641 
29 February 1996 


UK: Major Addresses Commons on All-Party Talks 


LD2802193696 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in Exelish 1806 GMT 28 Feb % 


[By chief parliamentary reporter Trevor Mason} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister warncd 
today there could be no place in the Northern Irciand 
peace process for those advocating violence as he 
announced all-party negotiauons would start on June 
10 


Moments after concluding an Anglo-Irsh summut in 
Downing Street, Mr Mayor told the Commons that 
intensive Consultations” to pave the way for all-party 
talks would begin next week 


But he insisted: “There is no place whatsoever for 
violence of the threat of violence in the peace process 
or in the negotiations 


“Those who advocate violence or do not dissociate 
themselves clearly from its use ... Cannot expect others 
to go on situng at the negotiating table with them 


Sinn Fein could not participate in all-party negotiations 
on June 10 unless the IRA ceasefire was restored and 
he did not rule out referendums in Northern Ireland and 
the Republic to help the peace process along 


The desire for a lasung peace was overwhelming, he 
said 


But | warn the House that the road ahead may yet be 
long and stoney. The men of violence will not give up 


lightly. 


Mr Mayor said in a statement that he believed the joint 
initiative mapped a “viable and direct” route to all-party 
talks 


But there was still detail to he filled in and some 
important issues to be settied 


That is the purpose of the intensive consultations duc 
(© start next week and last unti) mid-March 


But we now have a framework and a umescale to 
address and decide these matters 


We are ready to meet all parves in whatever format 
best suits them but | repeat that there can be no dialogue 
between ministers and Sinn Fein unti! the ceasefire 1s 
unequivocally restored 


‘That is the Inst Government's position as well 


He said both the British and Irish Governments un- 
reservediy condemned the abandonment of the IRA 
ceasefire and called for its immediate and unequivocal 
restoration 
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Mr Major said the Insh Government had now made 
clear ts support for an clecuve process “tha! is broadly 
acceptable to the parties in Northern Ireland”. 


After the intensive consultations, the British Govern- 
mem would bring forward appropriaic icgislavion for 
the clective process to take place 


Whether all-party negotiations included Sinn Fein 
would depend on whether the ceasefire had been 
restored. 


All participants would need to make clear “ther total 
and absolute commitment to the principles of democracy 
and non- violence”. 


They would also need to address “al the beginning 
of the negotiations, Senator Mitchell's proposals on 
decommissioning of weapons” 


He said: “] believe these agreements and commitments 
represent a balanced approach to which | hope all the 
parties in Northern Ireland will be able to subscribe 


“No one will find in there all they might have asked for 
Equally, no one need fear that their basic interests and 


regurements are being overlooked 


Mr Major said the ‘ssues still to be settled included the 
nature of the electoral system to be used 


“While the decision is for us, we intend to first explore 
and test all the options in discussions with the parties 
before coming to our decision on what seems broadly 


acceptable”. 


Other issues included the nuure and role of an clected 
body and the format and structure of the negotiations 
themselves. 


“1 would have liked to have been in a position to 
announce agreement on these issues and to have been 
able to publish detailed proposals today. There are, 
however, gaps still to be filled in. 


“If I judge it would be helpful | may put forward to the 


parth.., and pexhaps publish, specific written proposals 
during the consultations. 


“At the end of that period, the two governments wil! 
review the outcome. 


“Whether or not final agreement on all issues can be 
reached during this period, let me make clear that at the 
end of it, the Government will put forward to this House 
legislative proposals for elections in Northern Ireland.” 


Decisions on other outstanding arrangements would also 
be announced on the basis of what was most likely to 
be acceptable to the parties and people of Ulster 
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"We have decided to act in this way to make clear that 
the process cannot be held up further if on the end ‘her 
is sull lack of agreement 


Mr Major said referendums could be held on the same 
day as the proposed clection in the province 


The am would be to give the people of Northern 
Ireland “the opportunity to speak clearly about ther 
own commitment to peaceful, democratic methods and 
reyecuon of violence. 


The Government would listen to views from the partes 
on whal question or questions should be included 


The Prime Minister warned that the issucs of non 
violence and decommussioning of weapons could not 


he dodged 


They wil! be on the table af the beginning of negotia- 
Ons 


If ut becomes clear thal any party is not Commutted to 
these principles and this approach . there will in our 
view be no place for them at the tabic 


There has never been any justification for terrorism and 
viclence in Northern Irciand. 


The firm commutment to all-party talks would remove 
an ‘lingering shred of obfuscation and pretence about 
this 


The battle against terrorism was being intensified and 
cooperation with the Republic had never been better 


We will hunt down those responsibic for bombings and 
killings and maintain security at whatever level 1 needs 
to be to protect the citizens of this country 


Mr Major said: “The people of tus country and the 
Irish Republic have made clearer than ever before thew 
demand for an end to violence. That demand must be 
met and the people have the night to expect the violence 
to stop for good 


The search for peace has been much complicated by 
the resumpuon of terroris:.. But the Government said i 
would not be deflected from its efforts and we have not 
heen 


“We and the Irish Government are united in our 
determination to stamp out terrorism and bring lasting 
peace. With the support of the House | believe we wil! 
succeed. 

He warned that among the men of violence there were 
people who did not truly want peace 


In the course of negotiations, the governments would 
take account of all views, but not be deflected from the 
central ohective 
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“Because the mea, women and children of Great Britain 
and Northern ireland demand no less of us. It is thei 
lives and their futures that must be our first concern. 


“Il commend to the House this approach to negotiations 
and ulumaiely to a lasting and comprehensive peace.” 
Later, replying to Labour Leader Tony Blair, the Prime 
Minister sei out more details of how the process would 
work. 


He confirmed june 10 was a firm date for the start of 
negouauons. 


Mululateral talks between the parties about the elective 
process would start on Monday, he said. 


"1 hope we are going to reach agreement on a broadly 
acceptable clective pocess.” 

If so, the Government would bring it forward for 
legislation, Mr Major declared. 


But he added: “If. despite intensive negotiations, | am 
unable to react agreement with the political parties on 
an clective process, then I will make a judgment as 
to what I think is the best clective process and | will 
bring that proposition before the House of Commons 
and invite the House of Commons to support that 


proposition. 

“That is not comfortable. | do not wish to be in that 
posivion. 

“But neither do | wish this agreement on a mechanism 
to get us into all-party talk-, and to set up a possible 


future development, to be held up by this dispute over 
the nature of elections.” 


He stressed he would make such a judgment after 
significant further consultation. 


Mr Major said Sinn Fein should be included in the all- 
party talks “but not al any price”. 


He insisted: “The ceasefire has to be restored, on the 
same terms that we had in August 1994 ... 


“Then, after the elective process, in which there will be 
an clection to the proposed forum, we would anticipate 
that the party leaders of those members successful in 
the elections to the forum would nominate from the 
forum members who would then act as their individual 


negotiating teams. 
“Those teams would meet. The first item in those 
negotiations would be the Mitchell principles in their 
wider aspect, including the points that need to be dealt 
with on decommissioning ~ 


That would be the “lead item” in the talks starting on 
June 10, he said. 
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Mr Blair had asked what would happen if violence 
restarted after the negouations had begun. Mr Major 
said: “The practical answer is that it would not be 
feasible for the other parues to negouate with any 
party, were violence to return, and thal party would 
voluntarily, by that violence, have excluded themselves 
from the negotiations. 


“The choice therefore 1s with Sinn Fein as to whether 
they remain as an inclusive part of the negotiating 
process. 


“I very much hope they will put themselves in a position 
to take part and that they will keep themselves in a 
position to take part in those negotiations. 


Mr Mayor stressed the existence of the so-called “wiple 
lock”. This meant there first must be an agreement 
from the all-party negouations which would be put to a 
referendum of the people of Northern Ireland and only 
then be brought before Parliament. 


‘This is what we have referred to as the tnple lock, 
to guarantee that the consent principle for Northern 
Ireland, which is widely accepted by almost every party 
and is self-evidently the will of the House, can be sure 
to have been met to the satisfaction of the people of 
Northern Ireland.” 


Opening the exchanges after Mr Major's statement 
earlier, Mr Blair told him: “1 welcome the statement and 
also the determination to try to put the peace process 
back on track. 


“That is greatly to the credit of both the British and the 
Irish governments, and indeed all democratic parties in 
Northern Ireland. 


“If two weeks ago optimism seemed somewhat incred- 
ible and hope completely out of place, at least today, 
though it is far too soon for optimism, there is at least 
some sense of renewed hope.” 


The Labour Leader said that. provided agreement was 
reached on an elective process which was broadly ac- 
ceptable to both communities, his party would cooperate 
on getting the necessary legulation through the Com- 
mons. 


Mr Blair added: “In a sense, what we have now is 
an agreement to have discussions to agree the way 
forward, with at least — which is an achievement — 
the principle of the elective process being agreed, if not 
the mechanism. 


“We have that rather than, obviously, the agreement 
on the way forward itself, but at least it maintains 
momentum. 
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“hk will require not compromise of basic principles 
bul give and take on the part of all parties if these 
consultations are going to work. 


Mr Blair said: “Everybody wants this process to move 
forward. The flow of democracy should rot be stemmed 
simply because the IRA have chosen to revert to 
violence. 


“Everyone would prefer Sinn Fein to be in this peace 
process, provided they ate genuinely commutied to 
peace. 

But they cannot and will not be allowed to drive this 
process, to seek to guide by violence what they cannot 
achieve by persuasion. 


“The bombings of past we.ks have been atrocities 
utterly without regard to human life.” 


He added: “Is it not right also once again to repeat from 
this House that, now all democratic parties in Northern 
ireland and the Republic have agreed that the status of 
Northern Ireland will not chinge without the consent of 
the people, there can be no remote, residual justification, 
even on their own terms, fcr the IRA continuing any 
form of violence.” 


Mr Blair told the Prime Minister: “I acknowledge, as 
you do, that the road to peace is going to he tough. 


Mr Major, the irish government and all parties had taken 
risks, he said. 


Labour had backed the Government over the peace 
process and would continue to do so 


Mr Biair: “li is the people who want peace — not at 
any price, not by giving into violence, but so that the 
genuine and real debate about the future of Northern 
Ireland can be resolved by democratic means 


“Over these past few weeks, lives | have been lost. | 
don't think people will easily forget that anc nor should 


they 


“But if now there is a ceasefire called again and restored 
immediately, as it must and should be, then I hope 
that what you have outlined today can offer the chance 
of building that peaceful future for all the people in 
Northern Ireland. 


Ulster Uniomst Leader David Trimble said “he last 
month had been “lost because of the opposition of the 
irish government and other partics to the democratic 
process. 

“But | welcome the reaffirmation in today's statement 
of the need for Sinn Fein-IRA to commit themselves to 
exclusively peaceful means _— 


UNITED KINGDOM 1s 


Mr Trimble swessed: “In practice, dus will be more 
difficult to achieve after the bombs in London. It cannot 
be mad -asier for Sinn Fein-IRA or else they will have 
gained irom the terrorism. 


“Consequen'ly, we agree that establishing and honour- 
ing such a commitment to peaceful means by Sinn Fein- 
IRA must be the priority, the first item to be addressed 
and resolved in this process. 


“Unul tt can be resolved we would find i impossible to 
meet face to face with Sinn Fein. 


“In ths context, the idea of proximity talks could be 
useful.” 


He added: “There can be no question of Sinn Fein 
progressing beyond this first item on the igenda unu! 
the other parties are satisfied with the quality of their 
commitment to peaceful means.” 


Mr Trimble asked if Mr Major accepted that the 
Mitchell proposals for arms decommussioning required 
legislative action by the British and Irish parliaments 
before June 10, “otherwise there will be a serious 
problem”. 

He added: “We have very grave reservations about the 
use of referenda, parucularly any referendum that might 
give the false impression that the relevant political unit 
is the island of Ireland.” 


The Prime Minister replied: “I agree that every day lost 
in this process, while there is uncertuinty, is a tragedy 


“The impact of the renewed campaign of muirdiess 
violence in the las: month is not only a disgrace but 
makes it harder for cach and every person who secks 
peace to find a way in which it can viably be obuuned 


Mr Major agreed recent events would make it more 
difficult to persuade people thal any commitment to 
peaceful means was genuine. 


He said the Mitchell report set out a way forward which 
the Government believed all concerned should be able 
to agree. 

He told Mr Trimble: “The issues you referred to will 
be on the agenda at the beginning of the negotiations 
and will clearly have to be addressed sernously by all 
concerned, including Sinn Fein if the violence has ended 
and if they're in the negotiat’ons” 

The Government would be urging all the parties to 


address the agreed agenda in a positive spirit, the Prime 
Minister declared. 


“But those issues on decommissioning cannot be 
dodged, cannot be swept aside. They're of critical 
importance ~ 
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Mr Major said he belhheved icgislaticn would be neces- 
sary in the UK Parliament and probably in Dublin too. 


He said the matter was being considered, bul added: “| 
don't tunk that’s going to provide an impediment to 
progress — 


Seamus Mallon, deputy leader -{ the nationalist SDLP, 
told Mr Major: “Harsh words have been spoken across 
ihe floor of this House recently. So i gives me picasure 
to commend you and Mr Bruton for your tenacity in 
bringing forward these deliberations.” 


The staiement was important because it was a de lafa- 
von of intent “that our problems will be solved im onc 
way and one way only, and that is through peaceful, 
democratic means”, said Mr Mallon. 


He declared: “In effect this a moment of truth for 
paramilitary terrorist groupings in Northern Ireland 
when they have to make a choice — will they join in 
creating that peace or will they isolate themselves in 
standing against the express wishes of the Insh people 
who want thal peace so desperaicly” 


Mr Mailon called for an assurance from Mr Mayor that 
the two governments would not allow the process ‘to 
he used by any party or parties as a reason for engaging 
in another pub crawl of preconditions and that those 
who enter this process are duty-bound to begin those 
negotiaions, to conunuc them nght through until they 
either end successfully of they reach the time limit 
which you have not yet spoken about 


The Prime Minister replied: “You are right in saying the 
paramilitaries must make a choice 


The road w political respectability for Sinn Fein is set 
out here if they have the courage and the will to take it 
But the choice has to be theirs 


Liberal Democrat Leader “addy Ashdown said the 
statement would be welcomed right across the country 
and in Ireland 


He added: “I believe that the Government has had to 
compromise on this and oth: 5 have had to compromise 
on it. That is the right Gung to do and it was the 
courageous thing to do and I commend the Government 
and other partes in doing that.” 


The two governments were right to insist that au one 
should have a veto over the process, said Mr Ashdown 
“We would all much prefer Sinn Frin to be on board 
But on board of overboard, they cannot stop the process 
continuing — 


Mr Ashdown went on to ask if, given the umeframe, it 
was most likely that the existing system of the single 
tansferatic vote would be used in the election 
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In reply, Mr Major declared: “We are not in the mood 
to let the democratic process itself be derailed by those 
who do not themselves subscribe to thal process.” 


The Prime Minister said the single wansferable vote 
would be the speediest opuon, bul added: “lt may not 
be the only one that would fall within the umescale 


“That it is the speediest 1s probably truc. That i may 
not be the only one 1s probably truc as well. 


Democrauc Unionist deputy leader Peter Robinson 
wekcomed Mr Major's commitment to elections, “not 
least because it was a proposal thal we pul to you several 
years ago 


Mu. Robinson said the DUP would take part in intensive 
consultauons, but stressed: “My party, like the Ulster 
Uniomst Party, would only be prepared to negotiate with 
legiumate political partes.” 


A ceasefire on the same basis as before was not what 
was wanted, he said. 


We want a permanent ceasefire on thit occasion, not a 
temporary tactical cessation of violence.” 


In reply, Mi Major said he had in mind a ceasefire on 
the same basis as before, “but this time without the word 
being broken as it was before’ 


UK Unionst Robert McCartney (Down N) said that 
“mm fo circumstances’ should Sinn Fein be admitied 
to substantive negotiations unless they acknowledged 
the fundamental democratic procedure of consent and 
accepted the Michell principles 


Mr McCartney went on to ask how Mr Major would 
deal witt “the enforcement of democratic procedures’ 
if violence stopped and then restarted 


The Prime Minister replied: “Were there to be a 
ceasefire and were it to be broken again ... yet again we 
would re-cxamune whatever further needed to be done 


And if more needed to be done on any occasion, it 
would oe in our munds to take the action thal we judged 
was right to deal with it 


He declared: “For a long time the terrorists operated 
on the basis that, if they continued with their terra, 
the ume would come when one British government or 
another would ure of the cost and effort of policing and 
having the Army in Northern Ireland and would bow to 
their demands 


After 25 years, they learned that was not the case. And 
were it to continue for another 25 years. it would not 
he the case. And | thenk that is the strongest assurance 
on that pomt that | can give you or anyone cise” 
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Tory Terry Dicks (Hayes and Harlington) told the House 
he did not accept the disunction between Sinn Fein and 
the [RA and said they should not be able to bomb thew 


way into the peace process. 


The Prime Minister said they would not be allowed to 
do that. 


“This process is on track, it is continuing. They have 
af option to take a pitt in thal process and they have 
the certainty that if they do not pul themscives in a 
circumstance where they can take rat in thal process, 
the process will continue without them. 


“They can bomb themselves out the process, they cannot 
bomb themselves into it.” 


Former shadow Northern Ireland secretary Kevin Mc- 
Namara (Hull N) said: “The referendum throughout the 
whole of Ireland would be of the utmost importance 
because it would knock away the spurious theology of 
Sina Fein that they owe their legitimacy — their spu- 
rious legitimacy — to the fact thal they clam decen- 
dance from the last ume there were democratic clections 
through the whole of Ireland.” 


if the people of Northern ireland spoke in a referendum 
it would take away the “last vestiges” of thal legitimacy 


Mr Major said his responsibility was only for a ref- 
crendum in Northern ireland and the Government was 
looking at whether that would be appropriate and what 
the question might be. 


“lam fot yet convinced that Us is the route down which 
we will go, but | am prepared to go down this route if 
there seems to be a will for it and some advantage to 
be gained from it.” 


David Wilshire (Spelthorne), vice<chairman of the Tory 
backheach Northern ircland commuttee, asked for more 
reassurance that the communique was not “selling out 
to the men of violence’. 


He suggested the Government had changed its stance 
on requirements for dccommuissioning of weapons 


Mr Major rejected any suggestion that the Government 
was selling out. 


But he said: “It is perfectly true that | could stay in a 
tweach and set up 100 good reasons for doing nothing 


“And | believe, were | to do that, my successors would 
stil! be stancing here in SO years tire in the same trench 


“ht is for that reason that we have compromised in the 
past on some issues and | think it is right to compromise 


“There are issues upon which we cannot compromise 
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“But I thunk there are weas where compromise is 
appropriate in the interests of the outcome thal we are 
rocking 


“There have been arcas where | have compromised 
Others have compromised as well 


“| am inviting others to take quite hard decisions also 


Labour's David Winnick (Walsall N) said: “The IRA 
ae a minority within a minority within a munority. And 
it's a pity that the British and irish governments don’t 
make that perfectly clear in the US and many other 
places abroad.” 


The Prime Minister said he agreed with the thrust of 
those remarks 


They afe a minority within a minority. They do not 
represent a majority view in any part of the UK or of 
Northern Ireland 


He said the Government and other British political 
parties had tned to convey to the US what the majonty 
view was in the UK about the IRA 


UK: Major Interviewed on All-Party Talks, 
Cease-Fire 

LD2802222196 London ITV Television Network 
in English 1900 GMT 28 Feb 9 


[Imerview with British Prime Minister John Major by 
correspondent Jon Snow in London on 28 February, 
from the “Channel Four News’ program — recorded) 


[PBIS Transcribed Text} [Snow] How crucial is an IRA 
cease-fire now to the peace process’ 


[Major] Well, without ar IRA cease-fire, Sinn Fein 
have no possibility whatsoever of being part of the 
negotiations. Bul wnat of course must not be permitted 
to happen is that if IRA-Sinn Fein continue with thei 
campaign, that the whole of the process towards a 
proper future for Northern Ireland is held up. And so, 
if they wish to exclude themselves, and they can, they 
can exclude themscives if they continue as they have 
behaved in the part. Then we will continue with the 
constituvonal parties without them. But the road is open 
for them, with a cease-fire, and then with the heginning 
of negotiations dealing with the Mitchell principles, for 
them to take a part in future negotiations 


[Snow] And when you say negotiations, do you mean 
also the intensive |O<lay oegotiations envisaged .«- 
tween the 4th and | Mth [of June)’ 


[Major] Well, the intensive negotiations are on prelim. 
inary matiers. Sinn Fein, in the absence of a cease-fire, 
will not talk to munisters during thal periad. They may 
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express ther views to officials, eather north or south of 
the border. that 1s quite possible. Bul the aegouiations, 
the discussions proper, will take place between muinis- 
ters and the constitutional parues. 


[Saow) But a cease-fire before the 4th brings them into 
those negouations’ 

[Major] If there is a cease-fire, then the possibility would 
exist for them to talk to ministers and be part of the 
prelimunary consultations, that 1s Correct. 


[Seow] But otherwise, if there is no cease-fire, they 
could parucipate in clections, as they have done in the 
past, and there might not really sced to be IRA cease- 
fire unul 9 June? 


[Major] They could participate in clecuons, that is truc 
| mean in our Constitutional history one cannot prevent 


people taking part in clectons and we do not seek to 
do so and nciher do any of the constitutional parties 
They recognize that position as well. But if they did 
not produce a cease-fire, did go through the clectoral 
process, they would not be able to sit down without 
a cease-fire, even at the beginning of the negotiations 
There would be no possibility of that 


[Snow] This is the first time for three full months that 
you and Mr Bruton have stood shoulder-to-shoulder and 
made a common announcement. Should you not have 
done that after the Mitchell Commission reported by 
taking the single stand that you took on clections. Is 
that not, in a way, what Das got in the way of things 
since then’ 


[Major] Well, | think quite the reverse, if | may say 
so. There is now « unanimity that the only way that 
we are going to proceed is by going down the clective 
process. Now that wes not universally popular when 
first | suggested it, but there were two routes, of course 
What is the purpose of this’ The purpose is to provide a 
mechanism to get all the partes talking together. There 
was 4 previous option of doing that and that would be 
if Sinn Fein would have decommissioned some of their 
weapons, but hey patently were not going to do that. 
So, there was pornt in pust calling all-party negotuavons. 
talks, because all of the parties would not have come, 
and they had made it plain to me that they would not 
have come, and to others. So the only way in getting 
around that was to fied a mechanism that would ensure 
that they would come and that mechanium was the 
clective prowess, and thal is why | proposed i. And 
1 @unk, looking back. if | had not proposed it then, we 
would not have had today's announcement taday 


[Seow] But there is a painful presentational probierm. 
which is that for 17 months you could sot find a way 
through to all-party talks. you could not identify a date 
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Three weeus after the cessavon of the cease-fire by the 
IRA, has not the IRA cficcuvely bombed you into a 
datc’ 


[Major] No, I think « ts quite the reverse, and let me 
explain why that is so. John Bruton and | set out the 
direction in which we were going — our desire for 
all-party talks — a long ume ago, when last we were 
together and on many occamons separately 


What would have been the result of the bomiung, 
would be if we had not pracecded on a mechanism to 
produce all-party talks because of Ue bombing. Then 
the bombers would have succeeded. What the IRA were 
about was Preaking the rela- onship between the Briush 
and Irish governments and prevenung us proceeding to 
ali-party negotiations 


So, if we had reacted as you suggest, then they would 
have won. They would have bombed everybody out 
of negotiations. The positon now is that they cannot 
> wb themscives into negotiation, they can bomb 
t.omseives out of them. If there s a cease-fire, they 
can then get down to discuss the Mitchell principles 
and decommissionmng with the other partes. If there is 
not any cease-fire, they have no chowe. So the position 
is Quite the reverse. They can Somb themscives out of 
negotiations, there is no way they can bomb themselves 
mato them 


{Snow! There have heen contacts between Britush of- 
ficials and Sinn Fein. Is there anything im your intel- 
ligence of contacts thal suggests that what you have 
devised praduces a chance’ 


[Major] Well, | unk that is for Sinn Fein to decide 
themscives. What I have sect owt with the Taomeach 
{irish prime munister| today ts an opportunity, a road, a 
route to democratic politics for Sinn Fesn if they cheose 
to take it, Dut the chowe is for them. It is there, they 
Can take ut. they can move down the road to become a 
fully democratic party playing a full part im the future 
of Northern Ireland. Bul if they <l.oose not to take that 
road, ' ther chowe li t they who will cachade 
themselves from talks 


So what I have lad out for them i a route toward all- 
Party negotiations and an opportunity for them to come 
imto the democratic process. But | cannot determine 
whether (sey wil! take that chowe oF pot 


[Snow] Looking a this serhaps rather cynically, you 
have given everybody something. the umonimts you have 
given some clectioms, they wanted them. The SDLP 
[Soctal Democratic and Labor Party), you have held out 
the prospect of a referendum, they wanted t. Sinn Fein, 
you have given them a date, (hey wanted « Mave you, 
if a sense, looked at what people wanted on the bottom 
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linc. thrown i up in the wr and hoped thal if is cnough 
lo produce unanimity’ 


[Major} Well, | will tell you what my aim is. My am 
is to give the people of Northern Irciand what they 
want and thal is a permanent cad of violence and the 
certainty and securny of what thei future constitutional 
position will be in Northern Ircland. Now that is what 
the majonty of people in Northern Ircland want 


UK: Adams Call For ‘Clarity’ in Peace Proposals 
MS2002075906 (nternet) Sinn Foon WWW in Enelich 
28 Fes 


[Sinn Fem Press Relcase 28 Feb—received via Interact 
29 Feb) 


(FBIS Transcribed Teat) Sinn Fem Presidem Gerry 
Adams gave 4a cautous welcome to the sching of 
a fined date for the commencement of the inclusive 
negotations which are the essential clement in any 
peace process. However, Mr. Adams warned that 
many will remain sceptical o/ this commitment in the 
comext of consistent British bad iath and stalling 


Mr. Adams spoke of the need for ‘clarity’ mm determin- 
ing whether the present package contains the inherent 
dynamac.’o re-establish the peace process 


The Sinn Fein leader also cupressed concern “that the 
umonist proposal for an clecton as a precondition to 
dialogue has been accepted and Sinn Fein is not to be 
consulted on the same basis as other parties 


Mr. Adams concluded: “Sinn Fem will, however, at- 
tempt to cuplore the two government s proposals pow 
ively. But « would be remiss of me if | dic ot pom 
out the cnormous difficulves which we al! face in re- 
building a peace process which can inspire confidence 
against a back-ground of 18 months of bad-faith and 
stalling 


The full text of Mr Adams statement is as follows: “We 
ae a a very difficull and tating time in the search for 
a lasting peace settlement. Everyone must be prepared 
© take risks 19 our collective effort to put the peace 
process back on the tracks. This has been the Sinn Fein 
attitude to cach involving stage of the process. We will 
approach the proposals outhaed Py the two goveraments 
teulay in the same manner 


Sinn Fein welcomes the setting of a fined date for the 
commen.” 2m of the inclusive negotiations which are 
the cesential clement in any peace crocess. Bul many 
will remain wepucal of Gus Commutment in the conics 
of consmtent Briteh Dad fanth and stalling. There ts a 
need for aMeotute clarity on all aspects of hese proposals 
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in assessing whether they contam the inherent dynamuc 
to re-establish the peace process 


We are also conceracd that the unionist proposal for an 
clection a3 a precondition to dialoguc has been accepted, 
particularly since the two governments could not reach 
agreement on the form of purpose of such an clecuon 


We we equally concerned that Sinn Fei 1s not to be 
consulted on the same basis as other partes. Excluwon 
is a faked recape. What is roguired is open inclusive 
and unconditional dialogue &:th everything on the table 
and everyone at the table. Sian Fein cancot accept that 
our clectorate will not have the same nghts and access 
to dialogue as other voters. Sinn Fein's night to full 
involvement in political dialogue on the basis of equality 
results from the imtegnty of our democrat mandaic 


This needs to he recognised Dy both governments 
Discrimination against Sinn Fein and our clectorate 
makes an already difficull situation worse 


Sinn Fern wil, however, attempt to explore the two 
government's proposals positively. But it would be re- 
mss of me if | did not pomt out the enormous difh- 
culties which we all face mm rebuilding a peace process 
which can inspire confidence against a Dackground of 
18 months of Pad-faith and stalling 


UK: Sina Fein's McGuinness Discusses Proposed 
Talks 

LD2902091396 London BBC Television Network 

im Enelish 0700 GMT 29 Feb 


[Studio interview with Marun McGuinness, Sinn Fein 
vice president, by correspondent Sara Coburn in Lon- 
donderry, from the “Breakfast News” program —live] 


[PBIS Transcribed Text] (Coburs) Will you now go to 
the IRA and do your best to get a second cease-fire” 


[MoGusnnes+| Well, first of all, if | could register a very 
important point. Senn Fein’s enutlement to he involved 
in Negotiations about the future of this island is derived 
from, the fact that we are the political representatives of 
hetween $5 and 40 percent of the nationalist community 
And, of course, im the course of the recent years, Sinn 
Fem has been involved, parucularly in the carly part 
of 1994. in attempting to bring shoul 4 cessation to 
provide a peaceful environment which would allow all 
of the parties to come to the negotiating table. And we 
succeeded in hringrng about a cessation which lasted for 
18 months 


\Coburn, enterruping! And what I'm asking you is will 
you go Sack again and do that’ 


‘MoCrumness) Well, 'm coming to that, during which 
ume there wasn | one word of negotiation. CPwicusly, 
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from our poimt of view, we would like to be assured 
that there is cnough dynamic in the package which 
was announced yesterday winch would allow for the 
establishment of the peace process. And, of course, 
Sinn Fein is committed to bringing about a peaceful 
environment which all of the parues can then negotiaic 
m peace and quict. We are committed to do that, but 
we have to establish through further clarificavon in the 
course of the next few days whether or not that dynamuc 
is there 


{Coburn} Well, how much more clanty do you nced’ 
You've been told that the precondition is that you get a 
cease-fire from the IRA. The longer thal you prevaricate, 
the more it looks it like that perhaps Sinn Fein is unabic 
to deliver thai. 


(McGuinness) Well, we have no intention of prev aricat- 
ing about any of this. We recognize that the urgency of 
it, the people are screaming for peace, they are scream- 
ing for peace negotiations, and there is an onus of re- 
sponsitility on us all to do everything in our power to 
get al of the parties to the negotiating table as quickly 
as possible. Sinn Fein is absolutely committed to at- 
tempting to achieve that, but we do require clarification 
on a sumber of points which were in yesterday's an- 
nouncement, including the issuc of the elective process 
and where al) of that is icading us to 


(Coburn) Let's come to that clective process then, 
because Sinn Fein has been invited next Monday to 
talk to officials, not to ministers as the other democratic 
partes in Northern Ircland are going to do, but you are 
mvited to talks with officials on the whole question of 
how to form these clections. Will you go to that’ 


(McGuinness) Well, obviously, the Sinn Fein leadership 
will meeting and discuss that. | do have also to register 
the fact that the refusal of the Briush Government min- 
isters to meet with us is both unjust and undemocratic, 
and it is evidence of their continuing treatment of Sinn 
Fein and our clectorate as second class citizens. But, 
of course, our leadership will decide whether or not we 
will attend those talks. | think in al! probatulity that we 
will 


{Coburn} Thank you very much indeod for talking to us 
UK: TRA Leaders Hold ‘Secret Meeting’ With 
Hume. Adams 


LD29021200% London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1144 GMT 29 Feb © 


[By Dern Henderson) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) IRA leaders have had « secret 
meeting with Sinn President Gerry Adams and SDLP 
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leader John Hume, 1 was revealed today. There was a 
Getasied and frank cachange of wews.” Sinn Fem sad 


The talks took place just hours after John Major and 
Insh Pnme Minister John Bruton announced tha all- 
party talks on the future of Northern Ircland would begin 
on June 10 and there would be a place for Sinn Fem 
provided the violence stopped 


No details of the mecting with the IRA Icaderstup were 
disclosed. But the mectng did raise hopes in Belfast and 
Dublin that there could be an carly restoration of the 
ceasefire, Sul ut could be sometime yet however Delore 
a decison is taken 


In the meantime Sinn Fein we cupected to have dis 
cussions with officials of the British and Irish govern 
ments about condivons for the party's entry mito the 
talks process 


According to a Sinn Fein statement issued today, Mr 
Adams and Mr Hume ‘reiterated thew commitment 
to restoring the peace process when they met with 
representatives of the IRA leadership yesterday 


ht added: “They noted also the IRA‘s commitments to its 
republ.can objectives, the commitment to the resolvtiion 
of the conflict and the IRA's acknowledgement that an 
inclusive acgotiated settlement is required 


The revelation of the IRA mecting with Mr Adams and 
Mr Hume came as international pressure mounted on the 
Provisionals to call a halt to thew renewed campaign 


Apart trom Sinn Fein, ai! partes in Northern Ireland 
including representatives of the small fringe loyalist 
groupings have effectively ssgned up to the new agree 
ment 


The consultative process which begins on Monday will 
attempt to agree what sort of clectons al! sides want A 
poll is likely to take place sometume in May and then 
the process moves into the all- important phase of all- 
party talks 


(One loyalist source sand taday ‘li really is make your 
mind up time for the IRA. It's obvious they are now 
under intense pressure, even from among thew own 


people 


The mecting with Hume and Adams was sooner than 
we cxpected though Give it a couple of days. and I'd 
imagine they I! be onside like the rest of us 


The news of the meeting appeared to take the Govern 
ment by surprise with Downing Street saying they were 
unaware tt had taken place 





pre pe fe Copying and dis semumation 
” 


protubttied evthow permeman of he copynght owner 











PBIS- WEL -96-44! 
29 February 1996 


UK: Heme Comments on Talks With IRA 


LD 2902133996 London BBC Teievimon Network 
in English 1300 GMT 29 Feb % 


{imermew with SDLP leader John Hume by corre spon- 
dent Edward Stourton: place sot given, from the “One 
(Clock News” broadcast — live} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} [Stourton] Well, porning me 
now is the leader of the SDLP John Hume. Mr. Hume. 
what did you say to the IRA last night’ 


[Hume] Well, as you said, firs of ell the otpecuve of 
the mecting was very clea cut It was a restorathon of 
the peace process, and a cessation of violence. That was 
the objective of the mecting. That's the reason | talked 
to them and, of course, we had a very frank and strong 
cachange of views And I believe thal the statement hy 
both prime munisters yesterday strengthened the hope 
of a total restoration of the peace process because you 
will note from the statement | issued after my mocting 
that | was encouraged by the fact that what they wanted 
was an inclusive negotiated sctilement | underst and that 
that's what both governments are now Commutied to. Bu 
| also realize, as is very Common in al! sides on Northern 
ireland, the distrust factor that exists, and with them the 
distrust appeared to M< over the 18 months of delay 
in moving forward to all-party talks. | hope if we can 
now remove that distrust that we will restore the peace 
pracess and get engaged in inclusive all-party dialogue 


{Stourton} Can | just clear up one other thing about last 
nigh’ Was the message from Gerry Adams the same 
as the message from you, in other words, di! he to 
recommend a return to the cease-fire’ 


[Stourton] Absolutely. The both of us met in order to 
do everyting in our power to restore the peace process 
and we say thal in our statement. He was with me on 
the same objective 


[Stourton] He, too, wanted a return to the cease-fire 
{Hume} That's right 


[Stourton] You've said that you got no guarantees from 
the IRA last night. Were you left feeling more opumustx 
though that we might see a return to the cease-fire’ 


(Hume) Well, « was a frank and straghtforward dis- 
cussion, and it's quite obvious that they believe in what 
they re doing. and of course, as | know from my exper 
ence, HOt Only as a polician bul as a historian. they, like 
other sections of our community here, are all products 
of our history. And for that reason | think that we should 
concentrate on the distrust factor at the munutc, which 
is 4 strong part of our history And | beleve it was the 
distrust factor over the 1* months of nonmovement to 
all-party talks that led to the Dreak-up of the cease-fire 
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And | helbeve thal if we Can remove thal distrust that we 
Can restore ut, and one of the ways of Gung that » tic 
government making clew — as ot has made ciew, | want 
to make that... [pauses) and | strongly welcome the tw 
prime munisicrs satement yesicrday, thal i ms mc lusve 
all-party dialogues and that all partes will he there And 
| Gunk « would be very heipful now two remove that de 

trust and (0 create lasting peace if the government were 
to talk directly sow to Sinn Foon, given that they talked 
Gwectly to the IRA before there was any talk of Coax 

fires. There's oo great risk involved im Going that at the 
presem time. | think « would be very helpful 


[Stourton] Thank you very much indeed for jornung us 


UK: Major Ties Political Future to All-Party Talks 


MS290209029%6 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
mtinglish 29 Feb pi 


[Report by Rober Peston: “Major Stakes Tory Future 
on Plan for Ulster Peace Talks | 


|PBIS Transcribed Teast] Mr John Major vesterday 
staked the survival of his government on a plan to renes 
the impetus of the Northern Ircland peace process Py 
setting a firm date for all-party peace talks wh fh could 
include Sinn Fem, the political wing of the IRA 


To the fury of unionist sympathisers among hu hack 
henchers, the prime minister and Mr John Bruton, his 
irish Counter-past, announced that all-party acegoti ations 
on a Northern Ireland political settlement would begin 
on June 10 


Labour, the Literal Democrats and Northern Ireland's 
Social Democratic and Labour Patty all prawed Mr 
Major's stand. Mr Seamus Mallon, deputy leader of the 
moderate nationalist SDLP, sand it was a pleasure & 
thank Mr Major for fis “tenacity 


The conditen for Sinn Fein's participation is that 
the IRA renew its ceasefire, However, an Anglo-irieh 
commumgue said only after the talks have begun would 
the poliucal wing of the IRA be required to make a total 
and absolute commitment to the principles of democracy 
and non-violence 


These are the principles laid down in January by former 
US Senator George Mitchell's report inte Sow Northern 
paramilitary croups should give up thew arms 


In the wake of the IRA's two recent hombung outrages 
in London, Mr David Wileture, vice-chairman of the 
Tory hackhench Northern Ircland commutice. described 
the proposals as “another Munich 


Echoing the views of several colleagues, be sad UK 
munisters had surrendered the principle that paramilitary 
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ams dx ommusmonmng should began in paalicl with Ue 
talks. “1 sce Qs as Capitulation and appeecoce 


With &s majority down to two, the goverament’s sw- 
vival depends on allaymg these fears. In the Commons. 
Mr Major stood his ground. saying 1 was “perfectly truce 
that | could stay in a wench and set up 100 good reasons 
for dong notung” 


Were he to do that, bis “successors would mil) te 
standing here in SO years time in the same wench’. For 
thal reason it was “right to compromise” 


There was a sceptical reaction from Mr David Trimbic, 
leader of Northern ircland’s biggest party, the Ulster 
Unionists. He called into question whether the all -party 
talks could satt on ume by saying he would be unabic 
t© st down in the same room as Sina Fein until it had 
accepted the Mitchell recommendatons and the IRA 
had hegua to address the quesuon of decommussioning 


The two governments made their commutment! to a firm 
start date for talks following strong representaty os fm 
Mr. John Hume, leader of the Social Democratic and 
Labour Party, that such a move would persuade Ga IRA 
to renew the ceasefire 


In response to pressure from Dublin and Mr Hume. 
Mr Major made a significant compromise in the past 
24 hours on the stat date for talks, because be had 
originally planned to offer two alternative start dates of 
May 15 and June 14, depending on other elements in 


the peace package. 


Mr Gerry Adams, Sinn Fein's leader, gave only a 
cautious welcome to the proposals. “Many will remain 
scepucal of this commitment in the context of British 
had faith and stalling.” be said. His colleague, Mr Marun 
Meguinness, said “i remains to be seen whether the 
IRA” could end the bombing. But he added that if there 
was 4 genuine Commitment to start the talks on June 
10 “without preconditions” there was “a chance” for 
renewed peace 


Only hours before fying to Bangkok for a Buropean 
Unos meehag with south-cast Asian navons, Mr Major 
hammered oul the final details of the new proposals with 
Mr Bruton in 4 two how meeting at Downing Sweet 


He sard the all-party talks would be proceded by special 
Northers ireland clecvons to provide a democratic man. 
Gate for those participating in the talks. The clectoral 
method remains to be determined in “intensive multi- 
lateral negotiations” starting on March 4 and ending on 
March |} 
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UK: Sine Peis ‘Cautions’ About 10 Jun Talks 


MS29120099% London INDEPENDENT om Englicoth 
29 Feb % pi 


[Report by Cole Brows and David Mctotrack “Leaders 
Unite on Message For Adams” | 


[PBIS Transcribed Text] Hopes of restoring Oe IRA 
ceascire were raised last night after Sinn Foon icaders 
gave 4 Cautious welcome to the declarabon Dy the Iriwh 
and Briush governments of a fixed date on 10 June for 
the start of all-paty talks to revive the Northern irclare 
peace pracess 


A jount peace formula announced by John Major and 
Johan Brutca, the Irish Pome Minister, 9 Downe 
Sweet, was clealy amed # giving Gerry Adam, the 
Sinn Fein president, the firm date be had demanded tw 
go back to the IRA to call off the renev ~, campaign of 
bombing in London 


But Mr Major warned Sinn Fem that the two govern 
ments were ‘not in the moad to allow the peace pracess 
to he derailed’ Undertiming the commitment to go ahead 
with the plans without Sinn Fern, if the IRA resected the 
peace offer, he said: “If the violence were nh -activated 
after the negouiavons began. the negotiations would com 
nue 


British officials remain sceptical that the IRA will accept 
the package and helbeve the IRA may oPeect to the 
preconditions to Sinn Fein being admitted to the talks 


Mr Adams said he extended “a cautous welcome & 
the setting of a fined date for talks. bul went on to 
warn that cnormous difficulties remained to returlding 
a peace oracess. He said Sinn Fein would attempt to 
explore te proposals px itively, adding that everyone 
must be prepared to take risks to pul the peace process 
back on the tracks 


The Downing Sweet commumue set out a senes of tests 
before Sinn Fein will be admitted to all-party talks the 
IRA must resume the principles in the Michel! report, 
and will have to agree to discuss the Mitchel! proposals 
for decommissioning IRA weapons 


Apar from the key question of the ceasefire itecll, none 
of the other pots appears to pose insuperatic ofsta ies 
for the republicans. The peace ‘ormula was agreed 
by the two governments in days of hard bargaining 


culminating in two late-night telephone calls hetecen 
the two Prime Ministers of Tuesday 


The main parties will begin talks seat Monday and end 
on |} March. They will he held at the castle hutkdings oF 
Stormont in Belfast Sian Peon will be cachaded unless 
the ceasefire is resumed 





feport mey comtam copynghted metene ( opying end 
© proidbaed widow parmecne of Ge copyrgh cones 























PR«uS- WEL -96-44) 
29 February 1996 


The ont statement seed the purpose of the talks will 
he tw fcach widespread agreement of proposals for 4 
broadly acceptadic clective process icadeng directly and 
withow procondmions to all- patty acgotiations on 10 
June 


Becvoms will he held on Northern ircland on a date to hx 
agrocs to cstaPinh a forum. from wetach the segotisting 
teams will he apporntal 


The imtensive round of cross-party talks next work will 
decade the form of the clecthoms and plans proposed 
by the nationalet Sactal Demmecratx and Labour Paty 
- backed by the Irieh Goverament - for a referendum 
on both edes of the Irish border to remforce the peace 
process 


Mr Major admutiad that there were “ug gape Setwoen 
the main parties over the form the clections would take 
and the referendum. Those mssucs wil! have to he agreed 
im the miensive talks to beg next work, bot Major 
warned that if fo agreement was reached, he would 
pul forward plans and could over-ride ofyections Py 
imposing Proposals with legis! ation 


Some Tory MPs, including Terry Dicks. cupressed then 
concern that Mr Major had heen homed into making 
concessions by the Doc Klands Sorm>ung in cast London 
Mr Major and Mr Bruton flatly demoed they had heen 
forced to accelerate the peace process Py the ending of 
the ceasefire by the TRA. They said « had slowed the 
negotiations down 


The Ulster Unionets, led by David Tromic, are fiercely 
resting SDLP-Democratic Unomet Party plans for 
clectoms to o¢ fought on a single constituency for the 
whole of Uleter The UUP MPs. who tis week voted 
against the Government on the Scott report, wont 18 
Constitucncies 


Mr Trumiic and Peter Rotunson, the deputy leader of 
lan Pasicy s DUP. were united, however, in warning 
that they would not ot down af the negotiating tatic 
wit Sinn Fein wnt! « permanent ceasefire had heen 
estaMished Ministerial sources indx ated 1 could be for 
the other parties wo decwde whether any ceasefire was 
crediMie chough to admwi Sinn Fein to the talks 


The opus was Sow on the paramictaries. Seamus 
Mallon, Ge SDLP deputy lewter, cond “The i a 
moment of truth for all paramulitary terrorist groupengs 
They have to make « choice « will they jouw together in 
making peace of will (hey wolate (hemecives” he sand 


Wit | abowr support, Mr Major can get the legislation 
for the clecvons through the Commons, hut some of hee 
most rusted Tory backbenchers ae ready to oppose any 
plats which do oot have the support of Mr Trumiic + 
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UUP Mops. Smoe the dcicat on Scott, we acad to build 
triges woth the UUP. Major will need ‘to be very 
careful, another Tory sad 


UK: Poll Indicates Strong Support for Peace 
Process 


MS2902080996 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES im English 
28 Feb % 


[Report by Geraldine Kennedy “Mores m ircland 
and Brita Say Process Can be Saved 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Overwhelming majorniecs i 
the Reputix, Northern ireland and Britam below the 
peace process can he revived despite the IRA Low 
Jon bombings, according to a specially commissioned 
IRISH TIMES/AGUARDIAN opimorn poll conducted im 
the three jurisdx Lions 


The poll shows strong suppor for renewed Angio-irish 
clforts to reactivate the ceasefire, and for a more Nexhic 
approach by the Braish Prome Miniter, Mr Major, to 
the proposals hemng discussed Py the two governments 


There ts soled suppor im the Repuhlix, the North and 
Brian for a resumption of the IRA ceasefire and for 
the British government to sct an carly date for all-party 
talks the twin aims of Mr Broton and Mr Mayor for 
thew surnmet 


The poll finds that some 56 per cent of respondents im 
the Republic, S46 per cent mm Northern Ircland and ‘5 
per cent mn Britain see the future of the peace process 
as ‘stalled a presemt’. A further 2) per cent m the 
Reputix, |'4 per vent in the North and 46 per cent m 
Britain percenve the peace process as stil! contememng 


Only 18 per cent of respondents im the Repu’, 24 per 
cemt i Northern ireland and 10 per cent mm Brita sce 
the process as finished for goad’ While SO) per ceo 
of Protestants in Northern ireland deucrite the peace 
process as walled, 41.9 per cent think of im fnmhed 


Asked to apportion Mame for the freakdown of the 
ceasefire, some 46 per cont of reapomicnts mm the 
Reputix Mame the Brush government, 29 per cent the 
IRA. |) per cont the Ulster Unionists and 6 per cont the 
Insh Government 


in Northern Ireland 6! per cent of all reapendents 
and 8.9 per cent of Protestants — Mame the IRA. 25 
per cent, including 14.9 per cont of Protestants. Mame 
the British government, and 5 per cent, mnchuding 108 
per cent of Protestants, the Uleter Uniomrets 


in Britaen, some S48 per cont Mame the IRA. 20 per com 
thew own goverament, |! per cent the neh Government 
and § per cent the wmoniets 
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There is strong support in the three jurisdictions for the 
Bnush to set an early date for all-party talks 


government 
and for a resumption of the IRA ceasefire. 


Asked who should make the first move to resume the 
peace process, 46 per ceat in the Repubiic, 27 per cent 
in Northern Ireland and 26 per cent in Britain want Mr 
Major to set an carly date for talks. Some 32 per cent 
in the Republic, 62 per cent in the North and 38 per 
cent in Britain want the IRA to make the first move by 
restoring the ceasefire. 


One-third of voters in the three jurisdictions believe 
Sinn Fein participation in all-party talks should be con- 
ditional on a resumption of the IRA ceasefire. Though 
there is strong support for gradual decommissioning, 
only 10 per cent of respondents in the Republic, 31 
per cent in Northern Ireland and 28 per cent in Britain 
believe all IRA weapons should be decommissioned be- 
fore the start of talks. 


The poll shows that the overwhelming majority of voters 
in the Republic no longer views a united Ireland as their 
prefcrred solution for the North. Thirty per cent favour 
it, while 55 per cent of respondents in Northern Ireland 
wound prefer to see Northern Ireland remaining part of 
the UK. 


In Britain, 32 per cent of respondents see an independent 
Northern Ireland as their preferred option. 


Four-fifths or more of the respondents in the three 
surveys believe the Border no longer matters. Eighty- 
nine per cent in the Republic, 80 per cent in the North 
and 81 per cent in Britain think that the Border is not 
worth risking lives for. Only seven per cent of voters 
in the Republic, 17 per cent in Northern Ireland and 6 
per cent in Britain believe people should be prepared to 
fight for the Border if necessary. 


There is litte support for the British Prime Minister's 
proposal for an early election in Northern Ireland to 
an assembly which would discuss a settlement. It is 
favoured by 23 per cent of people in the Republic, 33 
per cent in the North and 30 per cent in Britain. 


Mr John Hume's proposal for a referendum, North and 
South, receives very strong support across the board: 64 
per cent in the Republic, 44 per cent in the North and 
53 per cent in Britain. 
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UK: Major To Announce Hong Kong Visa 
Concessions 


MS2902103096 London THE TIMES in English 
29 Feb 96 p13 


[Report by Philip Webster: “Britain To Grant Visa 
Concession For Hong Kong") 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] John Major is preparing to tell 
the people of Hong Kong that they will be granted visa- 
free access to Britain after the territory is handed back 
to mainland China next year. 


He is also expected to deliver a strong warning today 
to Li Peng, the Chinese Prime Minister, on the need to 
make Hong Kong confident that China will observe a 
promise to allow its citizens a continuing measure of 
freedom. 


Mr Major, who will be making probably the last visit 
by a British Prime Minister before the handover when 
he arrives in the colony on Saturday night, is poised to 
announce that the two million Hong Kong Chinese who 
would not at present have automatic access after 1997 
will be able to travel freely without visas. These will be 
the holders of Hong Kong SAR (Special Administrative 
Region) passports. About 14,000 of them visited Britain 
last year. The 3.6 million Hong Kong British dependent 
territory citizens who will receive British national 
overseas status after 1997 will remain entitled to visa- 
free entry. 


The move comes after a Cabinet argument. Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, has been resisting the 
concession on the ground that entry without visas could 
create a backdoor route for illegal immigrants from 
mainland China. But Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign 
Secretary, has been pressing for more travel freedom, 
fearing that China will otherwise hit back with tit-for-tat 
visa Conditions on British citizens visiting Hong Kong. 
He has been backed, crucially, by Michael Heseltine, 
the Deputy Prime Minister. 


Mr Major has already come under attack over Britain's 
refusal to grant free entry an a U-turn would be widely 
welcomed. 


The Prime Minister, who left London last night for a 
six-day tmp to the Far East, is expected to see Mr Li 
tonight in Bangkok, where he is to attend the 25-nation 
economic summit of Asian and European leaders. 


According to senior officials, Mr Major will welcome 
the improving relations between Britain and China, 
particularly on trade. But he would also raise “problems 
of confidence”. He will tell the Chinese Prime Minister 
that the United Kingdom and China have a shared 
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interest in making the wansition as smooth as possible 
and in maintaining a stable Hong Kong after June 1997. 


He will tell Mr Li Gat for Hong Kong to continue to 
thrive as a trading centre it will have to have the quality 
of life x has enjoyed until now. He will strongly oppose 
China's planned abolition of the Legislative Council. 


Britain believes that this is the year in which the peopic 
of Hong Kong will decide whether to stay. The key test 
according to ministers, will be the Chinese choice of 
the new chief executive for Hong Kong. “If they do not 
choose someone who has a good reputation locally for 
integrity, and who is known to put the interest of Hong 
Kong first, there will be problems.” 


Mr Major will hope that his conversation with Mr Li, 
and the visa concession, will improve the recepuon 


UNITED KINGDOM 25 


he is likely to receive in Hong Kong. He has been 
cnucised by local politicians over the reluctance to grant 
Hong Kong residents British passports, and the SOUTH 
CHINA MORNING POST the largest English-language 
newspaper in Hong Kong. has called him “loser of the 
week’. 

Mr Major will use his visit to show strong support for 


Chris Patten, the Hong Kong Governor, who has been 
criticised by China. 


After Thailand and Hong Kong, Mr Major will travel 
to South Korea before flying home on Tuesday 
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Ireland: Spring Urges [RA To Reimstate Cease-Fire 
LD2902101196 London BBC Radio Four Network 

in English 0700 GMT 29 Feb 96 

[Telephone interview with Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring, by announcer Peter Hobday; Spring in Dublin, 
Hobday in the studio; from the “Today” broadcast — 
live) 

(FBIS Transcribed Text) [Hobday] The British and the 
Irish Governments have, at long last, agreed a date for 
all-party talks on the future of Northern Ireland. Thai 
date — June 10. Yesterday's Downing Sweet summit 
between John Major and John Bruton announced that 
date. But if Sinn Fein wants to have a seat at the table, 
they also announced, then the IRA must come up with 
a new cease-fire. The full talks are going to be intensive 
preparations for elections in Northern Ireland. 


Well, in a moment we'll hear from the Northern Ireland 
secretary, Sir Patrick Mayhew. But, first, on the line 
now, is the Irish Foreign Minister, Dick Spring. Good 
morning, Mr. Spring. 

[Spring] Good morning to you. 


[Hobday] Have you got, or has Dublin got, what it 
wanted out of the summit? 


[Spring] Well, what we have been striving to do with 
the British Government over a number of weeks is to 
get the peace process back on the rails. We've had 
difficulties over the last number of months, but I would 
be hopeful, rising from yesterday's agreement between 
the two governments, thal we certainly have achieved 
that. Obviously, the priority at al) times has been the 
restoration in the cessation of violence, and obviously 
that remains for others to attend to. 


{Hobday} But, you will be aware that a lot of people 
have been accusing political leaders of being pushed 
into this summit; pushed into naming this date, that — 
if you like — the bombers got their way. It concentrated 
{Spring} No I don’t accept that. In fact, we were very 
Close to arriving at this position prior to the bombs going 
off in London. And had we been before the time, | 
believe we still would have arrived at this position. We 
are not responding to violence and we never will. 


[Hobday] Would it be fair to say that you've changed 
your mind about clections as part of the peace process. 
You said originally that you thought the idea for an 
elected assembly was deeply flawed. 


{Spring} Well, if | had a preference, if | was to write 
the script, | would prefer not to have elections and 
that remains my position. But, of course, the main 
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people whose opinions we will take into account are 
the politicians within Northern Ireland. After all, they're 
the ones who will have to stand for election, not the 
secretary of stale, or myself indeed. | would have a 
preference to go straight into all-pany negotiations, but 
we have compromised on that and we have worked out 
a Situation with the British Government. We have not 
obviously defined the elective process in detail as yet 
— that will be worked out between the parties. But 
now we have a situation where we have an ciective 
process leading into all-party negotiauons with no 
further preconditions and that is whai we musi now get 
on with. 


[Hobday] A pretty ght schedule, Mr. Spring, between 
now and 10 June, and all that needs to be achieved. 
How confident are you that Sinn Fein will be abic to 
take a seat al that table on that day’ 


[Spring] Well, as I said in my earlier remarks, ‘t is now 
a matter for them to call. We have done best endeavors 
with the British Government [as heard]. | personally 
feel very strongly that the route is clear for Sinn Fein 
and I hope that they will go to the IRA and persuade 
them to reinstate the cessation of violence as quickly as 
possible. Our ulumate ambition is to have inclusive all- 
party talks — that will be al! the parties situng round 
the table and, of course, all the parties subscribing to 
democratic politics. 


[Hobday] What about the Unionists? Do you have 
a message for them? Some people say that they're 
divided, they re divided over the electoral process itself 
They may not want to sit at the table regardless of what 
happens if Sinn Fein is there? 


[Spring] What I would say to the Unionist leadership — 
and I hope I have the opportunity of meeting them in 
the near future — 1s that they should have embraced 
the opportunity that exists to bring about a political 
settiement, anc they should work with us to achieve that 
I don’t think they have anything to fear from coming to 
the table; anything to fear from talks. 


{Hobday} Mr. Spring, thank you for talking ‘o us 


Ireland: Government Spokesman on Communique, 
SF's Role 

LD2802191696 Dublin RTE Radio One Network 

in English 1700 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) (Unidenufied correspon- 
dent} Proinsias de Rossa, minister of social welfare and 
leader of the Democratic Left and the government's 
spokesman at this insiance, is here with is in the studio 


[passage omitted] 
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aia are enen eae Se Seecenenens ae 
Fein [SF] is going to have to go 
Samus Cerne we cue on ab OSPR OOES 5 

to the preliminary talks for involvement of 
with officials. Is that correct? 


Pao Se oe eee (pauses) ai official 


[Correspondent] But would they be fully reintegrated 
ly |] -agthelapeaed on dponp tegre-dher 
June 10 negotiations, have to adhere ww the Mitchell 


organizations such as the loyalist parties — would have 
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it 
high ground in agreeing to set a date for all-party talks. 


IRELAND 7 


providing the peace process with new momentum with- 
Out straining Sinn Fein’s ability to deliver a new IRA 
ceasefire. 


“There's no fudging this time, it's fairly well ued down,” 
said Mr Dermot Ahern, the chief whip of Fianna Fail, 
the republic's largest party. “And after all the British 
government's staiements that they cannot force the 
unionists to the table, we now have a firm date for 
all-party talks. There's been a big change in British 
A Fine Gael deputy said: “If you're going to wait for 
the unionists to agree, it will never happen. But if the 
parties can't agree among themselves then we'll have to 
concede that the problem has a complexity that we never 
. Remember it [Ulster] has a population 
the size of Manchesier. Surely they can sort out their 
differences.” 
The government, which comprises Fine Gael, Labour 
and the Democratic Left party, briefed the other party 
leaders at 2pm yesterday, although it appeared that some 
in the Dail already bad a good idea of the conten: of 
the communique. 


The deal was scen as cleverly balancing both principle 
and political compromise, although no one was under- 
estimating the difficulties ahead. 

Mr Bertie Ahern, the Fianna Fail leader, said he would 
be disappointed if the IRA did not now reinstate its 
ceasefire, pointing out that Sinn Fein's demand for a 
date for all-party talks without preconditions had been 
met. 


Mr Bruton’s assertion that the timetable had not been 
upset by the renewed IRA violence was grocied with 
the “knee-jerk” reaction of the two governments to the 
London bombing had “sent a bad message to the men 
of violence”. 


Dublin was already resigned to the fact that elections in 
some form were to be a central piece of the jigsaw 


Mr Bryan Fitzgerald Labour's chief whip, said it was 
important that the Northern Ireland parties give the 
proposals consideration. 


Dublin is mindful of the devastating effect created in 
January when Mr Major was seen to “bin” the report on 
decommissioning by Mr George Mitchell, the former 
US senator, precipitating, as some Irish politicians 
believe, the IRA's decision to call off its ceasefire 


Mr Dermot Ahern said the party recognised there were 
“hurdles” in the way, particularly the need to endore 
the Mitchell principles on democracy 
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As one Fine Gael senator put it: “it shouldn't be seen as 
a trap for Sinn Fein. But they're definitely boxed in. If 
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they can’t a cept the Mitchell principles on democracy 
then its clear the rest of the parties should proceed 
without them.” 


He expressed hope that the recent criticism of the IRA 
army council, coupled with yesterday's GUARDIAN/ 
IRISH TIMES poll - which underlined growing indif- 
ference in Britain to whether or not Northern Ireland 
remained part of the UK — might help persuade the 
IRA to show some flexibility. 
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France: Foreign »imistry on Germany, Lebanon, 


BR2902133296 (Internet) French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 28 Feb 96 

[Daily Foreign Ministry press briefing by Deputy 
Spokesman Yves Doutnaux to unidentified journalists 
at the Foreign Ministry in Paris on 28 February) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) 


France-Germany 


[Doutriaux] Yesterday a Franco-German ministerial 
summit took place in Freiburg. Two documents were 
published. The first one deals with nuclear safety in the 
newly independent states and in the countries of Central 
and Eastern Burope. li is an important document. 
The Preach and the Germans want to reinforce ther 
cooperation in view of the summit on nuclear safety 
to be held in Moscow or 9 and 20 April. You know 
that nuclear safety is a serious problem, especially for 
public opinion, as this year is the tenth anniversary of 
the Chernobyl! suciear incident. 


A second text was adopted. It contains the guidelines 
for the common foreign and security policy (CFSP] 
in preparation for the upcoming EU Intergovernmental 
Conference due to open in Turin on 29 and 30 March 
under the Italian presidency. France and Germany are 
making specific proposals to make the CPSP more effi- 
cient, more transparent, and more consistent. There are 
also specific suggestions on security and defense issues, 
in parucular the Western European Union. Prance and 
Germany want the EU to be clearly distinguishable, to 
speak with one single voice, and to enjoy the neces- 
sary Gurability and visibility. Therefore, it is necessary 
to create a new function which contributes to improved 


visibility and greater consistency in the CPSP. 


The two ministers also raised the issue of bilateral 
relaions, especially as far as diplomatic and consular 
cooperation is concerned. Cooperation between Preach 
and German embassies must be strengthened in the field 


of paitics, particularly in Russia and Ukraine. [passage 
omutied | 


braace-| ebance 


Journalist} How do you account for the many visits to 
Lebanon by Preach officials” 


[Doutriaux} We have an old and traditional relavonship 
with Lebanon which we want to further develop and 
intensify. Lebanon is a friendly country for Prance 


(Journalist) Are there any ongoing projects” 


FRANCE 29 


(Journalist) Will there be an official visit to Egypt by a 
high- level Freach official? 


MM2802161796 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
28 Feb 9% pS 


(Imerview with French Defense Minister Charlies Millon 
by Randah Tagiyy-al-Din in Paris; date not given) 


[PBIS Translated Text} [Tagiyy-al-Din) President 
Jacques Chirac has announced on several occasions 
that France wants to play a political role in the peace 
process, particularly joining in the security guarantees 
that would be given following the attainment of a peace 
accord between Syria and Israci. Is France ready for 
this and will you be raising this matier with Lebancse 
officials? 


{Millon} France attaches great importance to the peace 
process and the positive results that could emerge from 
it. France is ready to participate in the measures that 
would be agreed upon in accordance with the security 
guaranices that would be given to all parties in the Golan 
and in Southern Lebanon. 


Al present, negotiations are going on between Israc! 
and Syria, but they have not begun between Israch and 


Lebanon. Hence it would be premature to affirm that 
French forces will be stationed in the region since the 
conditions of peace have not yet been specified. Any 
way, it is up to the Syrians and Lebanese, if they so 
wish, to approach Prance in this regard, particularly 
as Prance is always ready to participate in security 
mechanisms 


[Tagiyy-al-Din} Some people criucize Prance at present 
because of the friendship it shows toward Syria, which 


[Millon) Like all the Prench and all the inhabitants of the 
Rhone-Alps region, and by virtue of the agreement on 
St. Joseph University and other cooperavon agreements 
with the region which | administer, | am a friend 
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of Lebanon. it is for this reason that I am going [Millon] A just peace in the Middle East means respeci 
to Lebanon tw express the friendship which has been for Lebanon's sovercignty and territorial integrity, and 
repeatedly expressed by the president of the Republic this is something France mgorously upholds. In view 
and the Preach Government, and which I wish to of the very close relations between the two countries, 
express on my own behalf. Second, my Lebanese defense cooperation is now developing between the two 
counterpart has repeatedly asked the French Defense countries’ armies in various forms. 

Ministry to discuss ways of establishing cooperation 

between the two countries in the military field. Third, pi flag prec anomaly tgp lion 
I believe Lebanon has to assert its own particular Ones" wevenens Asmy, Walch & on caseatial 
identity, and the visits paid by foreign personalities to tool for safeguarding the country’s security and inde- 
it should show that Lebanon has its independent life  Pemdence and which should play a decisive role :n the 
and its independence. Every effort should be made to wo kelp & etthia dhe Ramowesh of coupert for Lebanon 
consolidate this independence economically as well as framework of respect for Lebanon 


due to the historical ties and the bonds of friendship that 
bind Prance and Lebanon. 


Purthermore, Prance never goes to any area in the workd 
with the ambition of securing any economic interests, 
any selfish economic interests. It is always driven by the 
common public interest of itself and the country with 


sovereignty. 

Paris and Beirut are determined to explore all possible 
means of bolstering military cooperation between the 
two countries so that the Lebanese Army becomes the 
guarantor of the legitimacy of the State of Lebanon. 


[Tagiyy-al-Din} Do you think the peace process is under 
threal at present as a result of the attack that has taken 
place in Jerusalem? 


[Millon] | hope not, for peace is like light that dissipates 
all bad and sinister shadows. It is for this reason that 
the shadow people try their best to keep the light away. 
This is what we have seen in Ireland and now see in 
Israel. 


[Tagiyy-al-Din}] You have contracts with some Gulf 
countries, some of which have run into difficulties, such 
as the “offset” [preceding word published in English) 
contract with the UAE [United Arab Emirates}. What 
policy will France pursue to restore its exports to the 
Gulf countries and specifically to Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE, and Qatar? 


[Millon] France has concluded a number of contracts 
with the Gulf countries in the arms field, including con- 
tracts covering commuments of the “offset” type. These 
“offset” commitments obligate the seller to employ what 
is sometimes a high percentage of the value of the con- 
tract in the buyer's country to help in its economic 
and industrial development. This makes the manage- 
ment of such a contract rather more difficult. But this 
does not mean any revision of the arms export policy 
which Prance pursues toward the Gulf countries. Like 
official circles, Prench industrialists are determined to 
continue their efforts to maintain a unique position in 
the field of military installations. | wish to add also that 
Preach policy has one objective only, namely safeguard- 
ing the security and independence of the Gulf countries. 


Sales of all military equipment in this region take place 
on the basis of this principle. 


[Tagiyy-al-Din}] When do you intend to vist Saudi 
Arabia and what is the state of your relations with it” 
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resolutions. Our position will not change as long as Iraq 
fails to implement the UN resolutions. 


There is a question which is raised by a number of 
officials in the Middle East, namely that of the Iragi 


people who are held captive to dictatorship and who 
are suffering tragedies and death. We cannot remain 
indifferent toward this matier. It is for this reason that 


[Millon] We demand complete respect for all UN 


[Tagiyy-al-Din) France is one of the Western govern- 


the sanctions policy has been effective in general? Does 
France wish to abandon this policy in respect of Iraq and 
Libya? 

[Millon) France is determined to ensure Iraq's imple- 
mentation of all UN resolutions. Iraq's ambiguous atti- 
tude toward the Special Committee and the difficulties 


going on ai present in this regard between Baghdad and 
New York. 


FRANCE uv 


[Tagiyy-al-Din} The American press and the CIA have 
disclosed that a chemical weapons production plant 
exists in Libya. Will this new development contribute 
to the further consolidation of the embargo on Libya? 


{Millon} Had all the world countries respected the 
resolutions adopted toward Libya, as France does, and 
had all the world countries respected the resolutions of 
the international judicial system toward Libya, as Prance 
does, then there would have been no problems now. 


The American press has added a new clement to the 
Libyan dossier. As far as we are concerned, this clement 
will not lead to any change in our posivon: We ask 
Libya to settle its position vis-a-vis the international 
judicial system and the French judiciary and to surrender 
the suspects to a French court, as France has been 
constantly demanding. 


[Tagiyy-al-Din) It has been reported that French officers 
such as Captain Paul Barril were involved in the coup 
attempt in Qatar. What is the French defense minister's 
position in this regard? 

[Millon] The French position is clear. We have an 
agreement with Qatar. We will do all we can to honor 
Our signature, our word, and our agreement. It is truc 
that the Government of Qatar has drawn our attention to 
rumors that were being circulated about preparations for 
a coup attempt. The president of the Republic and the 
government have informed Qatar that France respects its 
pledges. It was in view of this that France dispatched 


a French Foreign Ministry official, accompanied by an 
officer, to Qatar. 


[Tagiyy-al-Din) Has this envoy conveyed an invitation 
from President Jacques Chirac to the amir of Qatar to 
visit Prance? 


[Millon] This matter was discussed on several occa- 
sions. 


[Tagiyy-al-Din} You have visited a number of Gulf 
countries. Do you plan to visit Iran? Do you wish 
to have a French presence in Iran and more active 


cooperation with it? 


[Millon] | do not plan to visit Iran at presem. The 
conditions for cooperation between France and Iran 
are those that were jointly defined with the Europeans 
and which are known as the “currency dialogue.” The 
normalizauion of relations between Tehran and the world 
will not be complete until Iran fully abides by the norms 
of good behavior in international life. 


[Tagiyy-al-Din} Some countries of the southern 
Mediterranean are worried about the Islamic funda- 
mentalist threat. Do you believe that a total security 
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agreement with France could confront that danger. and = The second part of your question refers to the two au 
how do you vi-w such agreements’ of aggresmon that have taken place im France since 
the summer of 1995. The Preach pole have taken 
(Millon) Many countries on the southern shores of he — effective to dismantle terromst octworks. ht 
Moeduerrancan have been facing islamic prowsu. Bul that the danger of internationalization of the 
we must avoid making any generalization in reged = Algerian conflict, paruculatly through acts of aggression 
to events that are taking place under totally different inside France, will continue as long as the conflict itself 
polsucal cosdivons. The Islamsx movements themselves = continues Bul the Prench Government wil! continue 
we also extremely varied, depending on the country. = its determined stand agains! any terrorist intention Wo 
The protests have not turned into confromtationsinevery extend the Algerian crisis to Prance 
country 


sion of terrorism, particularly to our land, we must con- 
solidate Coopu tion between Europe and the countries 
of the souther. shores of the Mediterranean to avoid 
these threats, starting at the source. The Barcelona con- 
ference could constitute a framework for the discussion 
of these matters and should make it possible to idenufy 
the possible axes for agreement. 


though not enough, and that dialogue among the various 
forces in that country is vital. Do you not think that the 
syndrome of violence in Algeria is an obstacle to eco- 


pomuc development” Are the Algerian fundamentalists 
still rife in Prance? 

[Millon) For four years Algeria has been witnessing an 
entrenched crisis affecting all sectors of the society 
From this angle, the cconomy and the situation are 
naturally affected by the devastation caused by the 
conflict and the difficulty of developing investments in 
am unstable covironment. This is the daily agony the 
exhausted people suffer. The economic liberalism the 
Algerian Government pursues in cooperation with the 
IMF pushes the country to the course of essential reform 
which will make growth possible on healthy grounds 
We cannot but encourage Algeria to continue with this 
hard course. 


[Tagtyy-al-Din) Israci has persistently refused to sign 
the weaty on the sonproliferaton of nuclear weapons, 
on the pretext of the existence of an lraman threat. Do 
you believe that the lranian nuclear threat is real’? What 
is France's position on Israci’s failure to sign the treaty” 


[Millon] In its Capacity as a signatory country of the 
nuclear nonproliferation weaty, France hopes that al! 
countries will jorn the weaty 


As to the iranian suclemw ficld. there we sumerous 
disturbing indicators which should prompt the Iranian 
authorities to pursue a more wransparent policy. Prance. 
which 1s parucipaung in the mululateral negouavons in 
the Middle East. wishes to see a comprehensive, all- 
embracing peace prevail. For this reason, the weapons 
of mass destruction should be taken into consideration 
ai one me or another 


[Tagtyy-al-Din] Do you think that the reorganization 
of the Preach military authorities, the privatizavon of 
the Thomson company, and the merger of Dassaull 


and Acrospatiale will bring about useful advantages to 
Preach military exports to the Middle East” 


(Millon) | hope these developments wil! lead to increas- 
ing the Preach exports tenfold, a hundredfold, of a thou. 
sandfold. We hope the Prench-Prench rapprochement 
will facilitate exports and help face up to American 
competition. We also hope to be able to prowide better 
products at lower prices. so that our friends in the region 
will buy Much from us and thus prove their friendship 
to us and thew reliance on ow protection 


France: President Chirac Detail: Defense Reforms 


BR2802161696 (Internet) French Maustry of Forcign 
Affairs WWW in French 26 Feb 06 


[Speech by President Jacques Chirac to the Military 
Academy in Paris on 23 February 1996) 
(PBIS Translated Excerpt) Mr Defense Minister, 


Chiefs of Staff, Officers, and Noncommissioned OM. 
cers, Ladies and gentlemen, 


The Military Academy, where | wished to meet you 
today, is par excellence the place where our country 
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explained thee views witis Ge framework of Oe war 
schools of the institute for Advanced Natonal Defense 


finds itself in a strategic sitvation unprecedented in 
its history — 4 situation Cm sing to redefine the 
conditions and modalities of ss defense apparatus. bt 


In the new world which emerged following the collapse 
of the ideological Diocs, the Unsed Nations has found a 
new role: That of stating what is right, and preventing 
and containing crises and conflicts. Our country, as a 
permanent member of the Security Council, is playing 


: 


Thus this chonce 1s inseparable from the major insuatives 
taken by Prance in this area, and from similar ones to 
be announced in the next few months 


First, we moust learn the icasons of the Gulf War. France 
must be capable of deploying. a very short souce and 
anywhere in the world where the situation so regurcs, 
significam force to cnsure that its pout of wew and i 
imerests are taken into account with regard to the crs 
management and its final resolubon 


France must also be capabic of beading a coalipon 
and ramdly Geploying ap wtcrarmy chee! of stall with 
wanstuss208 equipment allowing i! to assume (ormmmand 


Moreover, we must take account of developments in the 
imernavonal situation, and of reducvons in the threats 
facing our country. This does not mean thal the govern- 
ment should reckiecssly garner some sort of “peace div- 
idend.” but rather that «t should take advantage of the 
stiraicgx bull to Cap af 4 reasonabic level goverameni 
funds allocated to defense. thus making  possibic to 
concen’ sie on arcas where urgent action is required 


What use would a disproporvonate military apparatus 
be, if sacial division and government budget deficits 
set Our Country on the path to decline’ In Gus spern, 
developments in oul awmaments. which are hecoming 
imcreasingly cupensive and sophisucated. require them 
to be operated by specialists who have spent sufficiently 
long in ther posts to ensure thal opumum use is made 
of these armaments, while reducing the costs of traming 
and mamienance [passage ommitied) 


The proposals by the Defense Minister, preparod 
close cooperation with the chucf of staff of the Armed 


Forces, the chiefs of staff of the Army, Navy, and Aw 
Force, and the director general of the National Police 
Force, form the basis of the decisions | have made in 
the Defense Council and which | wish to present to you 


They will be implemented withun the framework of 
a miliary programming law to be submitted before 
Parliament in May, which will cover the 1997.20) 


penad 


During these six years, Prance will possess a profes 
sonal aemy matching its security requirements and it 
imernavonal responsMlities 


Nuclear deterrence wil! remann the cornerstone of our 
strategy 


Though? it so longer constitutes, as did im the past, 
the embodiment of a defense organized cascnually to 


face 4 permanent and identified Great, « oil!) remain 
the wlimate guaranice against any threat to ow vital 
werests, whatever its source and its nature 


Some people do not hesitate to question the relevance 
of deterrence. clasmeng that the teat has disappeared 
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Hence, given my responsibility for our country’s secu- 
fity, and as the guarantor of its independence, my prime 
Guty has been to ensure the maintenance of our deter- 
rent. 


This has now been achieved. 


Thanks to the results of the recent and final series of 
tests which has just been concluded, Prance will possess 
for as long as is necessary 4 reliable and sure deterrent, 


guaranteeing its independence and security. 


Prance will have 0 reservation in signing the treaty 
presently being negouated to impose a definitive ban on 
all nuclear tests. Prance has played, and will continue 
to play an active and determined role in the conclusion 


of thus treaty. 
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principles of adequacy and creditulity, which we have 
always used. 


In the ligit of the proposals made at the Defense Coun- 
cil, I have decided that our deterrent will henceforth 


— Second, an airborne component, based on airborne 
missiles which will also be modernized. This component 
will provide our deterrent with fexibility, visitlity, and 
diversified means of penetration. 


1 have therefore decided to withdraw from service 
the ground- based component on the Albion platform. 
whose role was no longer justified by the present 
situztion and whose modernization would in any case 
have been very capensive. | am anxious to reassure 
Air Force personnel, who for 25 years have vigilantly, 
skilifully, and reliably maintained this weapon, of the 


equipment in service reaches the end of its operational 
life. | will ensure there is no hiatus, but | shal! avoid 


any premature replacement incurring unnecessary Cost 


A new ballistic missile, the M51, intended to succeed 
the M45, will be developed during the next planning 


period, enabling us to respond to any situation over a 


In the same spirit, | have made the decision to equip 
the airborne component with the improved ASMP 
(medium-range ait -to- surface missile} This missile rep- 


The time has finally come to decide the future of 
Mades [tactical missile], This weapons system was 
designed during the Cold War for deployment as par 
of the deterrent, but no longer responds to today's 
needs, and its area of deployment aroused unnecessary 
feelings of anxiety among some of our neighbors and 
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have decided to definitively withdraw iu. The missiles 
currently stockpiled will be dismanticd, and the two 
regiments intended to deploy them will be reallocated 
to other duties. 


This ambitious program to modify and modernize our 
deterrent demonstrates France's will to continue to 
guatanice ts ulumate security in all circumstances 
France's guclear strategy 1s for deterrence, 1 will remain 
smvatiably defensive. Bul any aggressor wishing to 
challenge our vital interests musi remain convinced of 
Our Capacity and our determination to preserve them. 


We will provide the resources for this in the coming 
decades, while reducing the arms budget allocated to 
nuclear weapons during the Cold Wa. The savings 
thus achieved will assist in financing the necessary 
modifications in our conventional forces 


In the context I have described, with the ultimaic 
protection of our territory guaranteed by deterrence, the 
structure of our forces must henceforth be based on 
their priorities in terms of operational functions. These 
priorities are the prevention of crises and conflicts and 


the long-range deployment of forces 


Prevention is primarily a matter of intelligence, and | 
confirm the priority given to the acquisition of space- 
based resources and the strengthening of our intelligence 
services. Autonomy in decisionmaking depends on un- 
derstanding situavons and controlling information. By 
joining with our allics in developing very expensive re- 
sources, we are gradually moving toward the emergence 
of a Burope which we wish to sce controlling its infor- 
mation, its commutments, and, finally. its destiny 


Prevention also depends on forces which are already sta- 
tioned in Africa and elsewhere. These forces, providing 
the capacity both for rapid reaction and for reinforce- 
ment if required. demonstrate our solidarity with the 
countries receiving them 


Long-+ange deployment is the priority role of conven- 
vuonal forces. We must be capable of deploying, in a 


theater which is distant from France's home territory, 
up to 90,000 men, who can be reheved, while simul- 
tancously deploying the equivalent of a origade im a 
different theater. The Air Force must be abic to deploy 
wound 100 combat warcraft from bases which can be 
relocated. Finally, the Navy must be able to deploy a 
naval wt force and a substantial submarine force. These 

pnorty funcuons require forces capatie of immediate 
deployment. highly trained and highly qualified. They 
demand the professionalization of our Armed Forces as 
a whole. resulung in thew \verall reduction by one-third 


Our Army will be reorganized around an armored force. 
an engineenng force. a rapid-reaction armored interven. 
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von force, and an assault infantry force. These four units 
will replace the present nine divisions. We will thus pos- 
sess an armored capacity balanced between heavy and 
light resources, using several 100 Leclerc tanks linking 


with the new Tigre helicopters and supported by pow- 
erful and accuraic guliery. 


The Navy will possess an naval aw group, which imually 
will not be able to operate on a permancet bass. Bul 
the construction of a second aircrafi caer must be 
included as an object ve in France's planning. The Navy 
will also maintain af afiack submarine force, which. 
though reduced, will form a coherent and modernized 
unit. Finally, « will of course continue to am the 
submarine-based deterrent force 


The Air Force will possess a combat unit which, though 
more compact, will be modermzed and will be focused 
on the long-range deployment of power. The Kafale 
fighter will gradually become its main aircraft. ht will 
maintain an aif transport capability comparabic to that 
which we have today. 


The National Police Force will maintain its waditonal 
roles relating to internal security, but will be drawn 
toward a greater involvement in protection of the 
territory. 


Finally, a sumber of support roles will need to be 
delegated, of entrusted to civilian personnel, whose 
number wil! naturally increase 


The military programming law drafied by the govern. 
ment and to be put before parliament will determine the 
amount of manpower, together with the budget required 
for operations and equipment. | have put this total at 185 
billion French francs (1995 value) per year over the en- 
ure period. The approximate | S-percent cut in the equip- 
ment budget and the downsizing of the army should he 
largely compensated hy the increased availability of re- 
sources, the high standard of the forces’ traming, and 
by the search for technological superiority. Several pro- 
grams already launched are proceeding along this path. 
but our Armed Forces’ future equipment will depend on 
the modification of our armaments industry policy 


Taking up this challenge requires, of course, the adop- 
tion of an ambitious plan for modernizing and restruc- 
turing our defense industry, such a plan will enable us 
to reduce production costs and enhance our companies 
competitiveness. Without this, we would not be able to 
meet the requirements of our Armed Forces. (passage 
orm tted | 


In this spirit the government has decided to built its 
defense industry around two major industrial sectors. 
namely clectronics and scronautics. The intention is to 
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umons, admunistrative authorwes. organizavons 
with economa roles. 

These restructuring measures will in any case be grad- 
ual, will be staggered over six years, and, so far as our 
garrisons in Germany are concerned, will be undertaken 
in close liaison with our German partners. I goes with- 
oul saying that Prance will meet its commitments and 
maintain its place within the Buropean framework (pas 


| 


in conchumon. | should like to respond to your anueves. 
of which | am fully aware In this period of great change. 
they are legitimate, and | should like to tell you what | 


“ how of the 


BR230214J 396 Paris AFP in French 
0946 GMT 23 Feb 


(PBIS Translated Text) Paris. 23 Feb (APP) — On 


transition to a professional force over the nex! si years 


Mr. Millon, speaking on Europe | [radio actwork) 
specified that the reorganization would afiect oops 
statvoned in metropolitan Prance and Germany, bul not 
call imto question Preach parucipaton in the European 
Corps. 


France currently has $9,000 men stavoned outside 
France, 34,000 of whom are abroad, and 


metrapolitan 
21,000 of whom are deployed in French departments 
and overseas territornes 


The defense minister pointed owt that the reform an- 

nounced on Thursday evening [22 February! by Jacques 

Chirac was “the most important defense reform for W) 

years.” He then gave his assurance that the reform 

would “be planned and organized’ over the acl wit 
added 


Millon that “the choke of which units 
to dissolve or bases to 

the new to the Armed Forces “A 
deterrent thanks to ow suclea force. the prevention 
of conflicts thanks to intelligence, preventive missions 
abroad involving a force of between $0,000 and 60,000 
men, and protecvon, with the gendarmerie playing a key 
role im the battle against the Greats posed by terroriem 
of various mafias~ 
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Spaie: Gouzales co ETA, GAL, Opposition, Putere 


BRI702161696 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 
25 Feb 9 pp 20-2! 


[Imerview ei Spanish Prome Minister Febpe Gonzalez 
by Julia Navarro, place and date oot given: “Felipe 
Gonzalez”) 

(PBIS Translated Text) [Navarro] According w the 
opinios polls, the People’s Party could win the } March 
clectoa. If i falls to you to go into opposition, will you 
put Aznar and the Pc apices Party to he sword” 


[Gonzalez] Not at all. | will maintain my style of 
conducting politics, and | wil! certanly comtribute from 


the outset to polvical statulity and be well disposed to 
apy agreement which has to do with the state 5 interests 


[Nevarro] Wha will happes if the PSOE [Spanish 
Socialist Workers Party] wins he coming clection” | 
am skiing you because nobody imagines you a the 


(Gonzalez) Well, however, | have a fecling that we will 
oot fare as badly a (hey say and that there will not be 
gap of so many points. The information a my disposal 
docs ect make me pessimistic. If we win, notung will 
happen: We will just implement our program, and | 
believe that we will do so with the same effectiveness 
that we awe now doing. The truth is that the situation is 
changing very quickly: 1995 was a magnificent yea for 
country, with } percent growth, 172,000 act jot. 
most of hem — 212,000 — permanent, the deficit 
reduced beyond what we sought, by one of two 
tends 


[Navarro] What do you believe will happen from } 
March if Arana wins’ 


(Gonzalez) | have some concerns which ae greater 
than others. Por instance. | am concerned about matters 
sch a ose of social policy, | am concerned show 
what Gey we going to Go with public health, and | am 
seriously concerned because there are clements which 
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Thea | am asked: “Why are you concerned shoul them” 
Well, because Gey we saying Contradictory Ghags 
Aznar saad the other day, in an imterwiew for Canal Plus. 
that they would act lower social security Comtribubom. 
aad he repeated « yesterday, and todas, Rato was saying 
m the confromtavos — in the debate with Borrell — that 
he would lower contributions, and i 6 not possible to 
lower Contribubons if you wish to maintain the balance 
im steal security, and if Gey lower them. they will 
obviously then explain that social security cancct fe 
maintained. And this is whal concerns me, thal a recen’. 
imcipeent welfare state in Our Country may be wound up 


[Navarro] Corruption is something that weighs down 
on the minds of many Socialist voters. Have the PSOE 
and you yoursell not been mistaken with reapect to the 
responses which you have made to this probiem’ 


(Gonzalez) If there had not been the phenomenon of 

we would undoultedly win this clection 
fairly comfortably. i is tue that for some me we 
od not know how to maxe the appropriate responses: | 
found ut hard to bebeve that what was being said abou! 
certain neople was ruc. Bul citizens also know thai 
was we who have fought against corruption, we who 
have pul a stop to it, and we have been Going this firmly 
tes. rout this legisiative term 


[Nevarro] What will Spain do with respect to the stance 
adopted by Belgium’ 


(Gonzalez) Well, we will use the whole of the legal 
scope afforded us by the Schengen agreement, and we 
will continue to try to make the Belgian Government 
understand the situation. A few years ago, i was not 
just the Belgians, it was the Prench. the Dutch. the 
Germans... In short, there were many other countries 
which were not Cooperating with us in pursuing the 
terrorists. Fortunately, that has now changed 


you seeking this to some extent through some of the 
legal actions which you have set under way” 


(Gonzalez) 1 seems to that for us to start debating 


there can be legal proceedings 
is rue that there is fo 
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[Gonzalez] What must be done is to apply the law 
rigorously and seriously. As for that discussion about 
ne 


do not share. | believe that what citizens expect is for 
the law to be applied; there must be no impression of 


[Navarro] Citizens — we — now have the impression 
that terrorism is reviving; that it is worse than a few 
years ago. 


{Gonzalez} The phenomenon of terrorism gradually 
declined in the course of time, during 1991, 1992, 1993, 
and 1994, and when we were becoming accustomed to 
4 constant decline in violence, there was a decision to 
change strategy by ETA in the second half of 1995, 
plus some mistakes made in the political debate, since 
violence and terrorist actions began to increase again. 
kh is not in scale to the terrorist actions of 
1983, 1984, and 1985 — to speak of our period and 
aot of previous ones — but insofar as we were no 
longer accustomed to the terrorist actions which have 
now occurred, which have bees brutal, they have hit us 
extremely hard. 


The Vallecas attack caused a very great national com- 
motion, followed by the attack in Valencia. that in Leon. 
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then in San Sebastian, and again in Madrid. In short, al! 
this has caused a real commotion. Bul we must not get 
things out of perspective. It is true that there is an up- 
surge of terrorism and that further violent actions could 
occur, but that does not mean that the terrorists are in 
the same position as a few years ago. 


[Navarro] Well, there was no violence on the streets a 
few years ago. Is there not an abdication of responsi- 
bility by all the public authorities? Because even the 
attitude of some judges and public prosecutors in the 
Basque Country is beginning to be talked about. Is the 
government unable to guarantee that the streets belong 
to citizens? 


[Gonzaiez} | do not wish — nor should | — to answer 
for other institutions, which are independent, such as 
the judiciary and the prosecuting authorities, and | also 
believe that it is the mien of violence who are helped by 
that debate, but I do wish to say that, a few days ago, | 
heard Aznar say that he will put an end to that situation, 
and I believe that demagoguery should not be practiced 
with this, even if it could produce a handful of votes, 
because the question which must be asked 1s how he is 
going to do what he says. 


[Navarro] But I am asking you about now; not about 
what others could do tomorrow. 


[Gonzalez] Look, public order is the Basque police's 
responsibility, and I do not mean by that that the 
Basque autonomous police force is unable to resolve 
this, because the same thing happened when it was the 
responsibility of the Civil Guard and the national police. 
I believe that it is necessary to act more firmly, but 
acknowledging the Basque Government's responsibility, 
and telling the Basque Government, as | am telling it, 
that we are prepared to cooperate, but that they hold the 
responsibility. 


When there is a demonstration in support of the release 
of Aldaya or Ortega, and that demonstration is countered 
by another, with people who throw stones at them and 
shout “ETA, kill them,” then I believe that the forces 
of law and order must intervene and guarantee the right 
of peaceful demonstration. For that reason, | return to 
what | was saying earlier’ When Aznar says that he wil! 
guarantee peace on the streets, what does he mean? That 
he will take the responsibility away from the Basque 
Government and do this with the National Police and 
the Civil Guard” 


[Navarro] And do you not believe that it is everybody's 
responsibility — everybody's — the fact that a section 
of the young people in the Basque Country are growing 
up in hatred; that they are being trained in violence, 
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to practice it; that they are being almost condemned to 
isolation? 

[Gonzalez] The phenomenon of these violent young 
people — those who demonstrate violently — is for- 
tunately a minority one. Nevertheless, it is a concern 
which we all share — we, the Basque Government and 
the whole of society. The Basque Government also has 
responsibilities in education, and they know that in some 
schools young people aged 14 and 15 are being incited 
to violence. There must be an education for peace; of 
course, there must. And the Basque Government has 
that concern. The fact is that there are some Herri Bata- 
people in an absolutely criminal way. 

That is why what impressed me most in the Madrid 
demonstration the other day was the shout of “Basques, 
yes, ETA, no,” because that sums up an extremely noble 
and positive feeling, and is also the negation of the 
policies of interterritorial conflict. 

[Navarro] Must the Civil Guard finally leave the Basque 
Country, as the moderate nationalists suggest? 


[Gonzalez] No, it has no reason to do so, and it 
certainly will not leave as long as I am in charge of the 
government. The duties are shared out; the [autonomy] 


(Navarro) How much influence is the GAL [Antiterrorist 
Liberation Groups) affair having in this campaign? How 
many votes could it take away from you? 

{Gonzalez} Well, I do not know; I honestly do not know. 
] But you do know how the whole debate has 
en a a ea re 


(Gonzalez) Personally, making an assessment is of no 
interest to me. Politically, it seems to me that the debate 
which has occurred is nonsensical. There should never 
have been a debate on a terrorisi 
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maturity. What all this causes me is the personal grief of 
knowing that something is harming democratic stability 
after we have made so great an effort to achieve that 
[Navarro] Do you not agree with the legal activity 
concerning the GAL? 

[Gonzalez] I have complete respect for the legal activity, 
and I was not referring to what the judges do or decide: 
I was referring to what you have asked me; that is, to 
give my opinion on the political debate. 


[Navarro] Does the decision which the Supreme Court 
could take with respect to the GAL affair worry you? 


{Gonzalez} I am quite confident, and much more confi- 
dent when I hear a judge like Mr. Manzanares say thai 
even if you are declared innocent, it does not mean that 
you afe innocent. 


[Navarro] Why? 


[Gonzalez] Because of everything that that means; the 
impact of what he says. Call it a conspiracy or what 
you please, but there is still a group of people who have 
wished to put an end to this government, not by normal 
means, not by democratic mans, and | am convinced 
that they are not going to stop. 


[Navarro] But if the conspirators’ aim is to oust you 
from power, let us suppose that the PSOE loses 3 March. 
Will they cease to conspire? 


{Gonzalez} No, they will not do so. They will continue 
to conspire because there are groups which wish to af- 
fect the political power’s autonomy, which is also a very 
Spanish tradition. Of course, we politicians of whatever 
party should defend that autonomy. Something like this 
is also happening to Ruiz Gallardon in the Madrid Com- 
munity. This group which wishes to affect political au- 
tonomy uses lying, slander, and Nazi techniques. And 
I repeat: This is not a group which just wishes to oust 
this government; it wants more — much more. 


[Navarro] And have they the strength to achieve this’ 


(Gonzalez) They have not achieved it so far; I hope that 
they will not do so in the future, cither. 


[Navarro] The latest terrorist attacks seem to have 
affected you very personally — both that on Fernando 
Mugica and that on Prancisco Tomas y Valiente. 


(Gonzalez) The truth is that | have experienced nothing 
worse than the terrorist attacks. | have not forgotten 
that they killed General Lago 6 November 1982. Every 
time there has been a terrorist atiack. | have had the 
same feeling of rage, the same suffering. With Tomas 
y Valiente I had first an official relationship and then 
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a personal relationship. When he ceased to be the 
Constitutional Court's presiding judge, we had a very 
close personal relationship, and that enabled me to 
discuss state with a person with a greai sense of 
the state. He was also one of the people who helped to 
free me from the syndrome of isolation in the Moncloa 
Palace. His death is as if they had taken somebody in 
the family from me, but I wish to say that nobody feels 
a terrorist attack, whatever it may be, more than the 
prime minister — apart from the relatives, of course. 
Ask Suarez, and you will see that he will tell you the 
same thing. 


[Navarro] What are your relations with Suarez like now? 
{Gonzalez} Excellent. He is somebody who has always 
helped me, who advises me, who gives me his opinion 
on the country’s problems. Whenever | have sought his 
cooperation, | have had it. 

(Navarro) And with former Prime Minister Calvo 
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(Navarro) As leader of the opposition? 


[Gonzalez] Of course. If that is the role which citizens 
assign me, that is the one which | will perform. | will 
be leader of the opposition if that is what citizens wish, 
and, of course, if that is what my party wishes. 


[Navarro] The PSOE Congress will be in 1997. Will 
you run for reelection as its secretary general? 


[Gonzalez] If the comrades so wish, then yes. 
(Navarro) But what do you want? 


[Gonzalez] Probably to stay on in that post, probably to 
stay on. 


[Navarro] And have you not been doing the same thing 
for too long? 


[Gonzalez] Well, yes, it is true that I have been doing 
$0 for a long time, but I will be 54 years old 3 March, 
and it does not seem to me thai I am very old, am I” 


[Navarro] And what personal price have you paid for 
$0 many years of political dedication? 


[Gonzalez] it does not seem fair to me to say that | 
have paid a personal price: rather, on the contrary, | am 
very grateful to citizens for the confidence which they 
have placed in me. It seems to me unfair, frivolous, to 
say that | have paid a price. It is true that being here 
means paying a price of solitude; that you sometimes 
have emotional needs, that you would like to be with 
your friends or have more time with your children, but, 
in short, it does not seem to me right to complain. 


[Navarro] Did you expect that Antonio Banderas would 
be criticized as he is being criticized for calling for 
voting for the PSOE? 


[Gonzalez] It seems to me that those who are attacking 
him are wretches. They have attitudes like those of 
McCarthy. It is unbelievable that anybody should be 
persecuted for thew political ideas. 


[Navarro] Autonomous community elections are also 
being held in Andalucia, and it seems that the PSOE will 
not win a Majonty. However, a progressive government 
could be formed by the Socialists and United Left. 
Is that a feasible scenario, or docs your antagonism 
with Anguita (United Left coordinator general) make 
it impossible? 


{Gonzalez} The truth is that United Left has preferred al! 
this ume to make things casier for the Right. It has done 
80 in Andalusia, in Asturias, and in local authorities. | 
wish to potnt out that Manolo Chaves insisted on sitting 
down and negotiating with Unned Left on the famous 


program, program, program, but there was no way. and 
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social, and humas importance, bul they should not be 
muxed up with the government deficit. interes! rates. oF 
inflation. What is certain. however. 1s thal unless there 
is some im these last wee criteria thee 
we will be unable to achieve the reasonable goal of job 
creation and reduction of the sumber of uncmployed 
people.” TU does sot accept the plan sct oul in Maas- 
tcht and therefore will not make any statement on the 
criteria sct oul therein. kt Goes say, however, thal since 
the fight against unemployment must be the pnonty ob- 
jective thea a is necessary to make a coordinated effort 
withis the EU 


Dees the Application of the Maastricht Criteria 
Create Unemployment’ 


The PSOE and People’s Party once again agree. “Un- 
employment is created by the economuc recession, ob- 
stacies in the path of stable and sustained growth, incf- 
ficiencies in the functioning of the markets for goods, 
services, and by other factors. Al the same time, experi- 
ence shows that the process of reducing macroeconomic 
imbalances encourages job creation, the PSOE said. 
The People’s Party alludes to this same experience to 
say that i is “distance from the single currency criteria 
that creates unemployment — and a lot of i.” TU says 
that budget resticuons. inchuding limitavions within the 
comtext of a moderately growth-onented budget like the 
Current one — penalize econormes like Spain's ‘and are 
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a palpable Uyeal to the maintenance of public services. 
social and regulatory policies, individual and collecuve 
rights of workers, aad job creation.” 


Will There Actually Be « Single Currency? When? 


Paced with the hopes expressed by the PSOE and 
People’s Party that there will be « single currency 
within the planned deadhac, Salvador Jove (of TU) beats 
around the bush “The debate should consider whether 


it is reasonable to have a single Currency and a single 
monetary polcy with different fiscal and social policies 


Of 4 monctary union without a Community budget tha 
redistributes income and risk.” Almunia replies more 
directly and hopes that the planned dates for the creavon 
of the euro will be met and that the single currency will 
become a reality before the end of the decade. “This 
would mean. he says, “that between now and then we 
will have to avoid a recession and that we will then be 
better prepared to cope with the challenges awaung us 
at the turn of the century.” “This is the economic tool 
needed to improve the operation of the single market 
If the economies converge then there will be a single 
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Turkey Calls Greece to Negotiations To Salve work for a coalition that can be sct up by ANAP and 
Probtems the Truc Path Party [DYP]. | am happy to say that we 


TA2802173396 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1355 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(PBIS Translated Text) Ankara (AA) — Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman Ambassador Omer Akhe! has stressed 


There is no rule that says dialogue is not beneficial. On 
the contrary, if the dialogue has not yielded any resuls 
one should be more determined to continue dialogue on 
the wssue 


As far as | understand, the Greek ambassador has given 
you insufficient information To begin with, Greece does 
not even want to discuss and negotiate on 


We have agreed in principle on establishing this coal- 
tion for five years, within the framework of the authority 
given both of us by our respective party councils. | think 
that this development, which | believe will be very aus- 
picious for our country, will take a more concrete form 
in the next few days. 


Tomorrow, four officials from cach party will stan 
work on the executive program. In other words, we 
will immediately start detailed work on the issue of 
what this goverament will do — which is the main 
reason why this government is being established. Within 
this framework, | gave Mr. Yilmaz the program that 
we drew up. This program involves ceriain aspects 
and restructuring plans — structural change plans — 
that appear in the programs of the two partes. We 
have proposals here ranging from the cconomy to 
justice, from education to the restructuring of the statc, 
from fighting corruption to the openness of the state 
However, as | have just said, these were formulated 
as preliminary plans based on the programs of the two 
parues. 

Four officials from each party will convene tomorrow to 
discuss whal the government will do over the next five 
years. In fact, they will try to set a imetable, perhaps by 
year, and then announce it to the public. In this way, we 
will be tackling the executive program of the coalition 
to be established between the DYP and ANAP. the basis 
for the coalition. 


We, together with Mr. Yilmaz, will continue the work 
being conducted by the two of us in order to discuss 
the structure of the coalition in detail. \. ahin this 
framework, we are thinking of mecting again on Prday 
On Priday our activities will continuc, on the one 
hand, through the work to be carried out by our 
colleagues on the program and, on the other, we will 
continue to discuss the other issues. We have decided in 
principle, with Mr. Yilmaz, on the issue of a rotational 
premiership. The details of the method will be taken up 
in the coming days and capecially a the mocting we 
will be holding on Priday. Simultancous work will be 
conducted to form this coalition, both on the structural 
framework and on its fundamentals. | hope that this 
coahvon will be auspicious for our country 


As you know, the search for a coalition government in 
our country has been going on for the last two months 
ht became evident that nesther the DYP nor ANAP could 
form a coalition government with the Welfare Party 
(RP). The only alternative left or the alternc’ive that 
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the government. Purthermore, another issue on which 
we have agreed is not to answer any questions. We, 
therefore, apologize and thank you all. 


Turkey: ANAP-RP Talks Said Failed From Army 
Pressure 


NC2902051096 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 26 Feb 96 pA: 


[Editorial by Daur Cevik: “Refah Was Forced To Reject 
a Deal”) 


(PBIS Transcribed Text] The fact that several days of 
negotiations for the establishment of a coalition gov- 
ernment between-the-pro-Islamic Welfare Party (Refah) 
and the center-right Motherland Party (ANAP) ended in 
failure hardly comes as a surprise. The Motherland was 
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Parliament have certain expectations which Refah has 
to fulfill once it comes to power. Under the current 
circumstances, while Refah would not be in a position to 
fulfill many of these promises, it would also be obliged 
to take Certain contradictory steps which would actually 
alienate its supporters. 

Refah made the greatest concession to the Motherland, 
at the cost of angering its own rank and file, when it 
agreed to allow ANAP Chairman Mesut Yilmaz to be- 
come prime minister. Then it also agreed to certain hu- 
miliating terms like giving up certain ministries to ap- 
pease the military and those who had suspicions about 
the alleged fundamentalist aims of Refah. However, 
even if Refah boss Erbakan agreed to many of the con- 
cessions, it became apparent some of these conditions 
were completely unacceptable to Refah, which was ac- 
tually losing its character as a party which is pushing 
for meaningful changes in Turkey's corrupt and crooked 
system. 


The Motherland pushed its demands too far and in the 
end even Erbakan's lust for power could not prevent 
Refah from turning down Yilmaz. 


Now either Yilmaz and his arch-rival Tansu Ciller, who 
heads the center-right True Path Party, will bury their 
hatchets and agree on a new coalition formula with 
the backing of left-wing parties, or we will have new 
elections. This can only be done if Ciller agrees to allow 
Yilmaz to be prime minister for the next one year and 
Yilmaz agrees Ciller can be prime minister after him. 
Until now the Motherland has refused to accept Ciller as 
prime minister in any future government, while Ciller 
has insisted only she and she alone should be prime 
minister in the months to come. If they can manage 


to overcome this basic personal disagreement then the 
Motherland and the DYP can form a coalition... 


Yet, all in all, we see that whichever formula the parties 
use to forge a coalition this administration will not be 
long-lived. Thus elections in the not too distant future 
should always be regarded as a possibility. 


a Eight Former BBP Deputies Resign From 
A 

TA2802181396 Ankara TRT Television Network 

in Turkish 1600 GMT 28 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Muhsin Yazicioglu, former 
leader of the Great Unity Party [BBP] and deputy from 
Sivas, resigned from the Motherland Party [ANAP! 
along with six others. Yazicioglu visited ANAP leader 
Mesut Yilmaz at his office in the National Assembly ai 
conferred with him for about 15 minutes 
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Sivas Deputy Muhsin Yazicioglu pointed out that when 
national issues cited in the eiection accord come up, he 
and his friends will continue to conduct a dialogue with 


that from now on, they will conduct their work as the 
BP, but that this separation is not a reaction to any- 
He said: This is not a reaction to a development, 
it is not linked to another development. We resigned 


made a new assessment of the situation and I respect 


Orhan 

Deputy Hasan Caglayan, Ankara Deputy Mehmet Ekici, 
T Hanefi Celik, and Sivas Deputy Nevzat 
Yanmaz. This brings the number of ANAP seats in 
parliament from 133 down to 127. [figures as heard) 


Turkey: DYP ca DSP, CHP Inclusion ia 
TA2802194096 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Feb 96 


believe that the coalition government they will set up 
with the Motherland Party [ANAP] will solve certain 


TA2902093096 Ankara TRT Television Network 


liance and coalition agreement based on a resolute and 
reliable numerical structure that will resolve those prob- 
lems. 


Addressing the CHP assembly group today, Baykal 
pointed out that a lot of time was wasted ‘uring the 
government negotiations and thai the political parties 
concerned and their leaders will have to pay a hefty 
price for that. He stressed that the point reac<ed today 
could have been reached much earlier. The decision 
of the two central-right parties to cooperate marks the 
beginning and not the end of the problem, he said. It is 
wrong to create the impression that the problems have 
been solved just because the two parties decided to form 
a coalition, he added. 

[Begin Baykal recording) Therefore, one must be calm 
and patient. It is very dangerous and wrong to create the 
impression that everything is all right now. Nothing has 
been resolved yet. The impression being created is that 
the two parties came together, resolved the probiem of 
the rotational premiership, and ended al! the problems. 
I wish things were thai simple. The wrong policies that 
led Turkey into its current situation were formulated by 
these (wo political parties — which are being portrayed 
as having reconciled in orda to create an optimistic 
atmosphere — during their respective terms. Rotation 
will not solve anything. The solution of the problem of 
the premiership will not solve anything. There are very 
serous issues that must be resolved. The indifference 
and lack of concern have reached such proportions that 
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Baykal asked why the political parties that announced 
they would support 4 minority government a the 
beginning ae not participating in the coalition now. 


TURKEY 
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Turkey: MHP Denies Turkes To Become Minister 


TA2902060996 Ankara TRT Telewsion Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 28 Feb 9 


[PBIS Translated Text) The Nationalist Acton Party 
[MHP] has announced that certain circles are Geliber- 
aicly spreading rumors to the effect that MHP icader 
Alpasian Turkes will become a minister if a coalition 
government is established between the Motherland Party 
and the Truc Path Party 


MHP Deputy Secretary General Akkan Suver issued « 
written statement today saying thal no such proposal 
was made by Turkes or by any other MHP officials, the 
partes working on the coalition, or their leaders. Suver 
said the MHP condemns the statement the Democratx 
Left Party leader made against the MHP on the basis of 
such false reports 
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